
Hello Indivisible supporters. 

***READ ARCHIVED RECENT MUST-READS AND LEARN MORE 
ABOUT INDIVISIBLE DUPAGE AT OUR WEBSITE: 

INDIVISIBLEDUPAGE.COM***

Here we are again with our weekly news update. We know that you are 
busy people, and you probably do have a lot of news to sift through, online, 
on social media, on news feeds But we will bring you a weekly update of 
news we curate from major news sources that may be of interest to you. 
We may even be able to introduce you to some new news sources you will 
enjoy exploring. 

So read these on your devices, or print them out for your morning coffee 
reading this weekend. (We do not expect you will read these all at once: 
this is slow news, not Facebook news. So explore, linger, and share with 
friends—we mean share the links with actual, physical, real friends!)

1. We begin with a hopeful piece this week, from the same Paul Krugman 
who last week we quoted as warning of a growing brutishness in our 
society and our polity. Krugman on Feb. 26 writes that, "The Force of 
Decency Awakens,” as everything from #MeToo to the anti-gun agitation 
of the young to the broad anti-Republican activism seems to indicate that a 
“cascade” of political upheaval is building. Paraphrasing Yeats, Krugman 
suggests, "Suddenly, it seems as if the worst lack all conviction, while the 
best are filled with a passionate intensity. We don’t yet know whether this 
will translate into political change. But we may be in the midst of a 
transformative moment.” A “cascade” is a moment in history when a few 
people succeed in challenging an immovable political order, and the usually 
passive discontented masses begin to rise up. In our case, it may just be 
that the unhinged reaction of groups like the NRA and the beneath-
contempt attacks on the student victims who spoke against guns has 
reached a critical point: people can sense that the other side has no more 
decent arguments to make. That the rulers are not just incompetent but 
just bad people rationalizing bad beliefs and behavior. “[W][hat strikes me 
about the reaction to this growing backlash is not just its vileness, but its 
lameness. Trump’s response to Parkland — let’s arm teachers! — wasn’t 
just stupid, it was cowardly, an attempt to duck the issue, and I think many 
people realized that,” says Krugman. "Or consider the growing wildness of 
speeches by right-wing luminaries like Wayne LaPierre of the N.R.A. 
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They’ve pretty much given up on making any substantive case for their 
ideas in favor of rants about socialists trying to take away your freedom. It’s 
scary stuff, but it’s also kind of whiny; it’s what people sound like when they 
know they’re losing the argument.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/
opinion/the-force-of-decency-awakens.html. 

2. On the other hand (we wish there were not another hand, but this is the 
lesson that our politics is teaching us) it does appear that Trump himself is 
on track to defeat his opponents, on two fronts. His support is not much 
damaged by such things as his personal scandals or the Russia probe. And 
the Democrats are struggling to find ground to fight the Republicans, whose 
popularity after the tax bill has actually grown. We can examine both of 
these developments in a couple of articles, but note that there is a good 
deal of debate in the press about both problems for the Democrats.

First, a depressing piece in Politico suggests that, "Trump Is Winning. Are 
you sick and tired of it yet?” On Feb. 25, Matt Latimer writes that "Yes, 
despite Russiagate, despite shitholegate and despite whatever gate he 
blunders through next. Despite approval ratings that would make Nixon 
weep. Despite his mind-numbing political misjudgments—defending 
accused pedophiles, for example—and the endless, unnecessary daily 
drama. Trump is winning. It is actually happening, people. And if there are 
those who want to stop it—and there are, of course, millions—they need to 
know what they are up against. It’s a lot more than they overconfidently 
think.” Several points here: 1) Trump is still popular and very lucky: the 
scandals are so thick that people have stopped paying attention. 2) 
“[C]onsider Trump’s record as president. He actually has something to run 
on. He’s cut taxes. He’s rolled back regulations. He’s put ISIS on its heels. 
The economy and the stock market are humming along again, despite 
recent turmoil. Any other Republican incumbent running on that record of 
relative peace and prosperity—just as Eisenhower and Reagan did—would 
be in pretty good shape for reelection.” 3) The Democrats still are in 
disarray, with no clear front-runner and the possibility of a divisive multi-
candidate 2020 primary. 4) Do not expect Mueller to come rescue us. He is 
unlikely to indict a sitting President, and the Congress is unlikely to act on 
his findings.

But it is worth pointing out that Latimer is a former speechwriter for George 
Bush and has worked on Donald Rumsfeld’s memoirs. So perhaps 
his judgment may not be trusted on the question of the Democrats’ 
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chances. And, of course, if Democrats do flip the House, it may be a 
turning point.

Still, there is more potential trouble on the horizon. 

3. Politico Magazine offers a scenario for a Republican victory in the 
2018 House races. “As dire as the situation seems for Republicans, the 
elements of a skin-of-their-teeth escape are coming into focus,” says their 
senior policy editor, Charlie Mahtesian, in his Feb. 27 piece. He quotes 
Democratic super-PAC Priorities USA, which warns, "'In the last few 
weeks, Democrats turned their attention to other issues while Trump has 
continued to promote his economic policies, and Trump’s numbers have 
incrementally improved as a result,' the super PAC announced in a memo. 
'While still on track for a successful November, the extent of Democratic 
gains will be blunted if Democrats do not reengage more aggressively in 
speaking to the economic and health care priorities of voters.’” We are duly 
warned: Democrats may weaken themselves by infighting and poor 
nominees. Mahtesian reports on the Illinois primary against Rep. Lipiniski 
and the primary in Wisconsin for a candidate to defeat Paul Ryan: "Trump 
has re-engineered the laws of candidate supply and demand, leading 
to Democratic primaries that are teeming with viable prospects. Yet 
that’s also raising the odds of bruising, cash-draining contests before 
the general election, which could force some candidates to adopt 
positions that will haunt them in a general election. In one of those 
primaries, the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee has thrown 
an incumbent, Chicago-based Rep. Dan Lipinski, under the bus, by 
declining to provide its endorsement to him against a top challenger, Marie 
Newman. Across the border in Wisconsin, the long-shot bid to knock off 
House Speaker Paul Ryan has been sidetracked by a primary between 
progressive favorite Randy ‘Ironstache' Bryce and another progressive, 
Cathy Myers, who raised $183,000 in the latest fundraising 
quarter.” [emphasis added] Read the keen analysis, and keep in mind that 
we, as liberals and progressives, must work to keep the Democratic Party 
together and rise above intra-party squabbles. https://www.politico.com/
magazine/story/2018/02/27/how-republicans-can-win-the-2018-
midterms-217088.

Mahtesian also cites the DCCC undermining a Texas Democratic 
primary candidate in a hotly-contested race in the 7th district. That 
incident is reported, also, in a New York Times piece on Feb. 27 from 
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Houston by Mimi Schwartz. Her essay is titled, "A Certain Party’s Gift for 
Self-Immolation,” and she reports that “Unfortunately, the race has also 
exposed the self-immolative tendencies of the party out of power. Exhibit A 
is the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, which last 
week decided to attack a candidate in the race. Another Democrat. And a 
woman. In District 7.” She says the DCCC “complained that Ms. Moser was 
a 'Washington insider' who had used her husband’s firm as her political 
consultants. But the first wasn’t true, and the second showed only that her 
husband worked cheap. Ms. Moser stated publicly she wouldn’t want to live 
in Paris, Tex.? Wow. Most urban Texans wouldn’t either. Besides, there is 
nothing Texans hate more than East Coast political operatives meddling in 
their business. Especially those who don’t know anything about 
Texas.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/27/opinion/seventh-
congressional-district-texas.html?ribbon-ad-
idx=2&rref=opinion&module=Ribbon&version=context&region=Header&acti
on=click&contentCollection=Opinion&pgtype=article.

4. In a similar vein, The Washington Post also warns that Democrats are 
having a hard time messaging on the Trump tax bill. "Democrat Joe 
Donnelly [in Indiana] is facing a tough Senate reelection fight. The new [tax] 
law is rising in popularity as businesses in Indiana and elsewhere trumpet 
bonuses and bigger paychecks. And while Donnelly and fellow Democrats 
struggle to craft a consistent attack on the law, Republicans — boosted by 
outside spending from groups backed by the billionaire Koch brothers and 
others — are united in touting the tax cuts and slamming moderate 
Democrats who voted against them.” This will be, says The Post, a hard 
case to struggle against, since the nuances of the tax law will be difficult for 
voters to understand. And, as the Republicans cleverly planned, the 
negative effects of the law will not be felt until next year’s tax cycle and 
beyond. Donnelly suggests that this understanding is what he will be trying 
to promote. https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/as-gop-
tax-cuts-take-hold-democrats-struggle-for-line-of-attack/
2018/02/26/5fa86f6a-17db-11e8-b681-2d4d462a1921_story.html.

**********************
Special: The Week in Gun Control

5. Dominating the news cycle, of course, is the gun debate. And 
shockingly, Trump scolds Senators by calling BS on their cowardly 
slavishness to the NRA. Yes, you read that right. It is not a headline 
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in The Onion. Here is how The New York Times headlined Trump’s 
televised meeting with a bi-partisan group of Senators: "Trump Stuns 
Lawmakers With Seeming Embrace of Gun Control.” Of course the key 
word there is “seeming.” Here is a summary: "In a remarkable meeting, the 
president veered wildly from the N.R.A. playbook in front of giddy 
Democrats and stone-faced Republicans. He called for comprehensive gun 
control legislation that would expand background checks to weapons 
purchased at gun shows and on the internet, keep guns from mentally ill 
people, secure schools and restrict gun sales for some young adults. He 
even suggested a conversation on an assault weapons ban.” Trump even 
called out the Senators for being afraid of the NRA, while he does not have 
to be (though he did take millions from them…). 

A comprehensive discussion and analysis of that odd meeting is here, in a 
Feb. 28 Vox piece titled, "Trump’s madcap, unscripted gun control meeting 
with lawmakers, explained.” https://www.vox.com/2018/2/28/17064120/
trump-gun-control-meeting-congress-explained. 

And The New York Times fact-checked the Trump event, noting errors of 
fact and self-contradictions: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/28/us/
politics/fact-checking-trump-guns-cabinet-room.html. 

But this morning, Friday Mar. 2, The New York Times and other news 
outlets report that Trump appears to have said something else to the 
NRA in a meeting last night. "The top lobbyist for the National Rifle 
Association claimed late Thursday that President Trump had retreated 
from his surprising support a day earlier for gun control measures after a 
meeting with N.R.A. officials and Vice President Mike Pence in the Oval 
Office.” The NRA representative tweeted to that effect, and Trump seemed 
to confirm "'Good (Great) meeting in the Oval Office tonight with the NRA!’” 
Read the head-spinning details here: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/01/
us/politics/trump-republicans-gun-control.html. 

Was his initial meeting with lawmakers this week some kind of 
grandstanding or a feint to appear like a leader? Hard to say. But The 
Washington Post columnists are the most suspicious as of Thursday. Most 
likely is that Trump is some kind of vague Democrat, with no sense of 
policy or Republican conservatism, says conservative columnist Rick 
Wilson. Wilson is astonished that “Republican” voters still seem enamored 
of Trump, given his shifting positions not only on guns but on immigration 
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and other issues as well. "Trump is a creature almost preternaturally 
attuned to the shifting moods of the public and deeply influenced by what 
he sees on television. For him, ideology and philosophy do not mediate 
politics, politics is mediated by TV; specifically, how he is personally 
portrayed on TV. He thinks he is, or should be, the star of every 
story.” [emphasis added] In fact, this conservative columnist has perhaps 
the best take on the Trump turn-arounds and why his audience (they are 
not voters, they are an audience) still loves him. Wilson remarks, “[E]ager 
to look like the magnanimous dealmaker that he clearly is not and will 
never be — he sat down and told Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) that she 
should roll her assault weapons ban into the languishing center-right 
Manchin-Toomey gun reform bill…

"The problem, at least in this case, is that on top of the long-standing 
partisan impasse over Second Amendment rights, you’ve got Trump’s long-
standing pattern of shifting under the influence of the news cycle and 
whatever he perceives as the popular view — a make-believe strongman 
whose idea of being the people’s champion is to mold himself, Play-Doh-
like, to conform to whatever pleases the audience immediately in front of 
him. He believes in nothing, but has infinite moods.” That pretty much 
explains it, though it makes Trump a danger to conservatism, liberalism, 
and just about any notion of governing itself. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/03/01/we-kissed-
conservatism-goodbye-when-we-let-trump-lead-the-gop/?utm_term=.
26b3e7a4cd0e. *Highly recommended reading.

6. In more substantive developments, our readers will not doubt have heard 
that a major retailer of guns, Wal-Mart, has raised the age to buy guns to 
21. And Dick’s Sporting goods will no longer sell assault rifles (Wal-
Mart had not) and also raised the age to 21. For details, see The New York 
Times for Mar.1, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/28/business/walmart-
and-dicks-major-gun-retailers-will-tighten-rules-on-guns-they-sell.html. 

Moreover, a number of companies have rescinded their various 
partnerships with the NRA. A national movement, “Drain the NRA,” has a 
comprehensive list of all major companies that still have arrangements with 
the NRA, sell guns at retail, lobby for guns, manufacture guns, or have 
dropped support for the NRA. See their list here: https://
www.drainthenra.com/company-information-1.  Drain the NRA organizes 
boycotts and social media campaigns: https://www.drainthenra.com/. 
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7. But is this activism really going to help us ban or limit the 
availability of guns in the US? Hard to say, but there is still great 
resistance in Congress, and it may be because Americans are still not 
united on this issue. No matter what you hear about huge majorities of 
Americans supporting “common sense” gun laws, the details are not so 
clear, and they reflect deep and politically meaningful divisions. Is the 
Parkland shooting really going to move public opinion? In a carefully-
reasoned piece in the polling and statistics website, FiveThirtyEight, Amelia 
Thomson-DeVeaux analyzes the main reasons that Americans have 
resisted significant changes to gun laws: 1) People simply become inured 
to mass shootings through the repetitive nature of the media coverage. 
Yes, Parkland may change that. 2) Psychological research has shown that 
people are bad at assessing actual risk. “[Psychologist Paul] Slovic’s 
research has shown that because feelings and intuition play such a strong 
role in our evaluations of risk, we’re less likely to instinctively perceive 
items that are familiar or beneficial as something that’s hazardous and 
should be banned or regulated. This has particularly strong implications for 
gun owners. 'A lot of people own guns or know someone who owns a gun 
or see a general benefit to guns,' Slovic said. 'Positive feelings about 
something like guns can dampen the emotional response to an event like a 
shooting and make it feel less risky.’” 3) Americans are divided on who or 
what is to blame for mass shootings. They do not universally blame guns 
themselves rather than the instability of the shooter or the influence of 
violent culture. "A study published last year found that gun owners were far 
less likely than people who don’t own guns to say that they blamed mass 
shootings on the availability of guns.” Moreover, “[a]ccording to polling from 
Pew, about half of gun owners say that owning a gun is an important part of 
who they are. Party and ideology are also strongly linked to perspectives 
on the importance of gun rights: Regardless of whether they own guns, 
Republicans are far likelier than Democrats to say that the right to own 
guns is essential to their own freedom.” https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/
why-dozens-of-mass-shootings-didnt-change-americans-minds-on-
guns/. *Highly recommended reading.

And note: An ABC News/ Washington Post poll showed that 
"Americans by a 2-to-1 margin blame mass shootings mainly on 
problems identifying and treating people with mental health problems, 
rather than on inadequate gun control laws.” [emphasis added] 46% remain 
opposed to banning assault rifles. And a significant minority, 42%, believed 
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that arming teachers would have prevented the shooting. These are 
sobering numbers. Read the polling and the breakdown by demographic 
group here: http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/inaction-mass-shootings-
mental-health-screening-priority-poll/story. However, a Quinnipiac poll 
released on Feb. 20 showed different results: “Support for universal 
background checks is itself almost universal, 97 - 2 percent, including 97 - 
3 percent among gun owners. Support for gun control on other questions is 
at its highest level since the Quinnipiac University Poll began focusing on 
this issue in the wake of the Sandy Hook massacre:

• 67 - 29 percent for a nationwide ban on the sale of assault weapons;
• 83 - 14 percent for a mandatory waiting period for all gun purchases. 

It is too easy to buy a gun in the U.S. today, American voters say 67 - 
3 percent. If more people carried guns, the U.S. would be less safe, 
voters say 59 - 33 percent. Congress needs to do more to reduce gun 
violence, voters say 75 - 17 percent.

Stricter gun control would do more to reduce gun violence in schools, 40 
percent of voters say, while 34 percent say metal detectors would do more 
and 20 percent say armed teachers are the answer.” https://poll.qu.edu/
national/release-detail?ReleaseID=2521 [Quinnipiac polled 1,249 
registered voters; ABC polled 808 “adults”].

7. Another, not-enough-noted comment by Trump in this meeting is his 
remark that a mentally ill person who is a threat could have his guns 
taken without due process. As The Washington Post’s James Hohmann 
reports, "During a televised roundtable with lawmakers to discuss what 
should be done to prevent future school shootings like the one in Florida, 
Vice President Pence began discussing the concept of gun violence 
restraining orders. He noted that states like California let local law 
enforcement officers go to court and obtain an order to collect someone’s 
firearms when red flags suggest they are a potential danger to themselves 
or others. 'Allow due process, so that no one's rights are trampled,' Pence 
said. Trump interrupted. 'Or, Mike, take the firearms first and then go to 
court,' he said. 'Because a lot of times, by the time you go to court, it takes 
so long to go to court, to get the due process procedures. I like taking the 
guns early, like in this crazy man's case that just took place in Florida. … 
To go to court would have taken a long time.’” Whatever you think 
about the Second Amendment, this astonishing suggestion that the law 
could be simply ignored is just another sign of a President with no 
command of law or legal rights and procedures, a strongman at heart.
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Hohmann remarks that "It doesn’t seem like an exaggeration to say that 
some Republican members of Congress would have called for Barack 
Obama’s impeachment if he had ever called for taking people’s guns 
away without due process.” [emphasis in original] https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/daily-202/2018/03/01/
daily-202-trump-s-rejection-of-due-process-for-gun-owners-points-to-his-
disdain-for-the-rule-of-law/5a97825130fb047655a06a23/.  [And Trump 
demanded due process for those he likes and protects, like accused wife-
abuser Rob Porter and other accused of sexual abuse: "Is there no such 
thing any longer as Due Process?” he tweeted.]

**********************
8. The Mueller investigation is in the news this week, and two new reports 
shed some light on where it may be going. On Feb. 27, Vox reported that 
"Special counsel Robert Mueller and his team have reportedly taken an 
interest in President Donald Trump’s business ventures in 
Moscow before his 2016 presidential run.” [emphasis added] Vox is itself 
looking into a CNN story reporting that, "Trump’s 2013 trip to Moscow for 
the Miss Universe pageant has attracted much attention in the Russia 
scandal — and the CNN report says that Muller also put it under scrutiny. 
Investigators are interested in who Trump met with during his time there. 
That Russia visit has long been an odd bullet point in the Trump-Russia 
saga — one that has continued to pop up because the Russian financiers 
who helped bankroll the pageant helped arrange the infamous 2016 Trump 
Tower meeting with Don Jr. regarding promised dirt on Hillary 
Clinton.” https://www.vox.com/2018/2/27/17060494/mueller-investigation-
trump-russia-business.  

In another report, The Washington Post reported on Feb. 28 that "Special 
counsel Robert S. Mueller III has been investigating a period of time 
last summer when President Trump seemed determined to drive 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions from his job, according to people 
familiar with the matter who said that a key area of interest for the inquiry is 
whether those efforts were part of a months-long pattern of attempted 
obstruction of justice.” [emphasis added] And the war of words between 
Trump and Sessions also heated up on Wednesday when Trump, unaware 
of the procedures for internal DOJ investigations, tweeted, "'Why is A.G. 
Jeff Sessions asking the Inspector General to investigate potentially 
massive FISA abuse. ... Why not use Justice Department lawyers? 
DISGRACEFUL!’” The Post says that Sessions did respond, saying, "'As 
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long as I am the Attorney General, I will continue to discharge my duties 
with integrity and honor, and this Department will continue to do its work in 
a fair and impartial manner according to the law and Constitution' Sessions 
said in the statement.” And it is widely reported that Trump calls Sessions 
“Mr. Magoo.” https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/
mueller-investigation-examining-trumps-apparent-efforts-to-oust-sessions-
in-july/2018/02/28/909cfa7c-1cd7-11e8-b2d9-08e748f892c0_story.html.

9. In other Mueller news, Michelle Goldberg comments in the Feb. 26 New 
York Times that Trump is "Either a Conspirator or a Sucker,” whether he 
knew or did not know about the contacts between his campaign and Russia 
revealed by the new charges against Rick Gates. "Mueller’s new 
indictments, released last week…. provide detailed evidence that Manafort 
and Gates’s alleged financial crimes continued while they were 
running Trump’s campaign. And despite the White House’s insistence 
otherwise, the felonies that Manafort is accused of, and the two that Gates 
pleaded guilty to on Friday, bear directly on the question of Russian 
collusion. It’s certainly possible that Trump himself didn’t personally 
connive with Russia for campaign help. Perhaps, through a combination of 
carelessness and miserliness, he unwittingly allowed his campaign to be 
infiltrated at the highest levels by both alleged and admitted criminals with 
Russian ties. Such a scenario, however, would not be 
exculpatory.” [emphasis added] https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/26/
opinion/trump-russia-election-conspiracy.html.

10. In yet another developing scandal, The New York Times reported on 
Wednesday that private equity firms lent money to Jared Kushner’s 
family business after meeting with him at the White House. "Early last 
year, a private equity billionaire started paying regular visits to the White 
House. Joshua Harris, a founder of Apollo Global Management, was 
advising Trump administration officials on infrastructure policy. During that 
period, he met on multiple occasions with Jared Kushner, President 
Trump’s son-in-law and senior adviser, said three people familiar with the 
meetings. Among other things, the two men discussed a possible White 
House job for Mr. Harris. The job never materialized, but in November, 
Apollo lent $184 million to Mr. Kushner’s family real estate firm, Kushner 
Companies. The loan was to refinance the mortgage on a Chicago 
skyscraper.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/28/business/jared-kushner-
apollo-citigroup-loans.html. 
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11. In a long interview with Politico Magazine, former CIA chief Michael 
Hayden says that "‘Maybe the Russians Are Still Messing With Our 
Heads.’” As Politico summarizes it, "Michael Hayden doesn’t know 
whether Donald Trump colluded with the Russian attack on the 2016 
election—but he’s sure the president helped the Kremlin and is continuing 
to do so every day. Hayden, a retired general who led the NSA and the CIA 
under President George W. Bush, is sure, too, of what he calls a 
‘convergence' of interests between Trump and Russia. And he thinks it 
risks destroying America.” Read the interview summary here: https://
www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/02/27/trump-russia-collusion-putin-
mueller-michael-hayden-217091. You can also listen to the full 40-minute 
interview on that website, or subscribe to the Politico “Off Message” 
podcast.

12. No-it-has-not-all-blown-over Department: “Anti-Semitic Incidents 
Surged 57 Percent in 2017, Report Finds,” headlines The New York 
Times on Feb. 27. [emphasis added] The Anti-Defamation League's "Audit 
of Anti-Semitic Incidents, released Tuesday, found 1,986 such incidents in 
2017, compared with 1,267 in 2016. That increase was the largest in a 
single year since the A.D.L. began tracking in 1979.” Read the details 
here: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/27/us/anti-semitism-adl-
report.html.

13. It-is-getting-worse Department: On Tuesday, The Guardian and other 
news sources reported on the freak warm weather in the Arctic, 
coinciding with record cold in Europe: "Record warmth in the Arctic this 
month could yet prove to be a freak occurrence, but experts warn the 
warming event is unprecedented.” The paper reports the astonishment of 
climate scientists: "An alarming heatwave in the sunless winter Arctic is 
causing blizzards in Europe and forcing scientists to reconsider even their 
most pessimistic forecasts of climate change. Although it could yet prove to 
be a freak event, the primary concern is that global warming is eroding the 
polar vortex, the powerful winds that once insulated the frozen north. The 
north pole gets no sunlight until March, but an influx of warm air has 
pushed temperatures in Siberia up by as much as 35C above historical 
averages this month. Greenland has already experienced 61 hours above 
freezing in 2018 - more than three times as many hours as in any previous 
year. Seasoned observers have described what is happening as ‘crazy,' 
‘weird,' and 'simply shocking.’” —Which about summarizes all the news 
above, this week, and most weeks this year. https://www.theguardian.com/
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environment/2018/feb/27/arctic-warming-scientists-alarmed-by-crazy-
temperature-rises.
 
14. Finally, in the As-if-you-did-not-have-enough-to-worry-about 
Department: Vladimir Putin announced on Thursday that Russia is 
developing a number of new nuclear weapons that can evade most 
known anti-missile defenses. As The Guardian summarizes, "Speaking in a 
nationally televised address to the country’s political elite weeks before the 
presidential election, Putin showed video and animations of ICBMs, 
nuclear-powered cruise missiles, underwater drones and other weapons 
that he said Russia had developed as a result of the US pulling out of the 
1972 anti-ballistic missile treaty signed with the Soviet Union. 'You didn’t 
listen to our country then,' Putin said during the speech on Thursday. 
'Listen to us now.' Some of the weapons were already being tested, he 
added.” It is unclear how and when the new weapons would be deployed, 
but some were anticipated by the West. Putin is reacting to the US 
placement of anti-missile defenses in NATO countries, and is no doubt 
trying to gin up support in the coming elections, facing depressing 
economic conditions in his country. "The Pentagon played down Putin’s 
speech, saying Moscow’s weaponry had already been factored into US 
assessments. 'We’re not surprised by the statements and the American 
people should rest assured that we are fully prepared,' said spokeswoman 
Dana White.” https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/mar/01/vladimir-
putin-threatens-arms-race-with-new-missiles-announcement. 

A longer report in The Washington Post on Thursday offers details on 
the Russian missiles and explains that “[t]op U.S. generals have issued 
warnings for months about the development and deployment of new 
Russian cruise missiles, urging Congress and the Pentagon to step up 
technology that could better defend against them. Cruise missiles hug the 
terrain, flying low and fast, allowing them to evade radar and missile 
defense systems that are designed to shoot down missiles that fly more 
slowly and at an arc.” The Post continues, "An independent Russian 
military analyst, Alexander Golts, said that weapons experts he had spoken 
to after the speech 'were all in shock, as was I.’ 'This is the start of a new 
Cold War,' Golts said. 'This is an effort to scare the West.' While the 
weapons Putin unveiled have likely been in development for years, his 
confrontational tone appeared in part to be a response to the Trump 
administration’s more hawkish approach to nuclear weapons. Putin said 
that Pentagon plans announced last month to introduce two new types of 
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nuclear weapons and broaden scenarios for their use 'provoke great 
concern.’” https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-claims-
russia-has-nuclear-arsenal-capable-of-avoiding-missile-defenses/
2018/03/01/d2dcf522-1d3b-11e8-b2d9-08e748f892c0_story.html.

____________________________________________________________
___

15. In local news, on Feb. 20, The Daily Herald reported on "Gun-rights 
groups giving to Illinois Republicans in Congress.” They provide a 
handy chart. The figures are only from 2016 on; most of the Congressmen 
have received far more over the years. "Of Illinois' 18 representatives in 
Congress, only the seven Republicans received campaign donations from 
prominent gun-rights groups. Among them were Randy Hultgren of Plano 
and Peter Roskam of Wheaton, who represent parts of the Chicago 
suburbs.” https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20180220/gun-rights-groups-
giving-to-illinois-republicans-in-congress. 

16. And how would Congressman Roskam respond to the Florida 
shootings? Well, here is his response after the Las Vegas shootings in 
October, as criticized in an editorial in The Chicago Sun-Times on Oct. 3: 
"U.S. Rep. Peter Roskam feels bad about the mass murder in Las 
Vegas. 'Our nation has, once again, been anguished by the tragic news of 
a horrific attack on our citizens,' he said in a statement on Monday, the day 
after the attack at a country music concert. 'The heinous and violent actions 
of an evil man stole the futures of dozens of our fellow Americans.’” But 
Roskam, we should note, takes money from the gun lobby. From 1998 
through 2016, the National Rifle Association gave him $20,450. His words 
of condolence are nice, but empty.” [emphasis added] https://
chicago.suntimes.com/opinion/editorial-thoughts-and-prayers-just-a-cop-
out-stand-up-to-the-nra/. 
How did Roskam respond, in fact, to the Parkland shootings? Here is 
his “thoughts-and- prayers” press release on Feb. 16: “The motives behind 
the tragic shooting today at a high school in Florida remain a mystery, but 
one thing is for certain – the loss of innocent life at the hands of a merciless 
gunman is a heinous and despicable act. I extend my deepest condolences 
and heartfelt sorrow to the families of those killed and injured in this 
atrocious act.” [emphasis in original] https://roskam.house.gov/media-
center/press-releases/roskam-releases-statement-florida-high-school-
shooting. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-claims-russia-has-nuclear-arsenal-capable-of-avoiding-missile-defenses/2018/03/01/d2dcf522-1d3b-11e8-b2d9-08e748f892c0_story.html?utm_term=.4c59c526a0b5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-claims-russia-has-nuclear-arsenal-capable-of-avoiding-missile-defenses/2018/03/01/d2dcf522-1d3b-11e8-b2d9-08e748f892c0_story.html?utm_term=.4c59c526a0b5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/putin-claims-russia-has-nuclear-arsenal-capable-of-avoiding-missile-defenses/2018/03/01/d2dcf522-1d3b-11e8-b2d9-08e748f892c0_story.html?utm_term=.4c59c526a0b5
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20180220/gun-rights-groups-giving-to-illinois-republicans-in-congress
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20180220/gun-rights-groups-giving-to-illinois-republicans-in-congress
https://chicago.suntimes.com/opinion/editorial-thoughts-and-prayers-just-a-cop-out-stand-up-to-the-nra/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/opinion/editorial-thoughts-and-prayers-just-a-cop-out-stand-up-to-the-nra/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/opinion/editorial-thoughts-and-prayers-just-a-cop-out-stand-up-to-the-nra/
https://roskam.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/roskam-releases-statement-florida-high-school-shooting
https://roskam.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/roskam-releases-statement-florida-high-school-shooting
https://roskam.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/roskam-releases-statement-florida-high-school-shooting


On Feb. 23, Roskam sat down for what seems a brief interview with 
the editorial board of The Northwest Herald. He said only that "he would 
support some actions such as a ban on bump stocks, which allow semi-
automatic guns to fire more quickly. He added a focus on behavioral health 
care and stricter guards on who has access to guns are needed to prevent 
mass shootings such as the deadly incident in Parkland, Florida, where a 
gunman killed 17 people and injured more than a dozen others. 'There is a 
rage out there that is significant,' Roskam said. 'The Florida case is 
particularly heartbreaking. The community did the right thing as far as the 
people that were hearing and seeing things were communicating to law 
enforcement. … The FBI didn’t follow its own protocols. It’s a disaster.’” 
Read the story here: http://www.nwherald.com/2018/02/22/u-s-rep-peter-
roskam-talks-health-care-tax-bill-gun-control/ag5v40t/. 

Best wishes, and Peace,
The Indivisible DuPage Research Team

“Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many—they are few”

—From "The Mask of Anarchy. Written on the Occasion of the [army] 
Massacre at Manchester [1819]", By British Romantic Poet Percy Shelley
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