
Hello Indivisible supporters  Here we are again with our weekly news 
update. We know that you are busy people, and you probably do have a lot 
of news to sift through, online, on social media, on news feeds. But we will 
bring you a weekly update of news we curate from major news sources that 
may be of interest to you We may even be able to introduce you to some 
new news sources you will enjoy exploring. 

So read these on your devices, or print them out for your morning coffee 
reading this weekend. (We do not expect you will read these all at once: 
this is slow news, not Facebook news. So explore, linger, and share with 
friends—we mean share the links with actual, physical, real friends!)

____________________________________________________________
______________________________________

**Developing**

•"The White House has developed a plan to force out Secretary of State 
Rex W. Tillerson, whose relationship with President Trump has been 
strained, and replace him with Mike Pompeo, the C.I.A. director, perhaps 
within the next several weeks, senior administration officials said on 
Thursday,” reports The New York Times on Thursday, Nov. 30. https://
www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/us/politics/state-department-tillerson-
pompeo-trump.html

There will also be a shakeup at CIA. For the policy implications—a much 
more hawkish foreign policy—see the analysis of this by David Ignatius in 
The Washington Post for Nov. 30: https://www.washingtonpost.com/
opinions/tillersons-fall-could-turn-state-into-a-hawks-nest/
2017/11/30/4870b3aa-d610-11e7-95bf-df7c19270879_story.html?
utm_term=.1ffac67b5437

**Breaking News**
"Michael Flynn Expected to Plead Guilty to Lying to the 
F.B.I….A plea deal with Mr. Flynn brings Mr. Mueller’s 
investigation into Mr. Trump’s inner circle. A plea agreement 
suggests that Mr. Flynn provided information to prosecutors, 
which may help advance [Robert Mueller’s] inquiry,” reports 
The New York Times this morning, Dec. 1: https://
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www.nytimes.com/2017/12/01/us/politics/michael-flynn-guilty-
russia-investigation.html. [emphasis added]
____________________________________________________________
______________________________________

•The Trump-Russia connection continues to be covered in deepening 
detail in the press. Last newsletter we pointed you to a piece in The 
Guardian detailing the findings of their reporter, Luke Harding’s book, 
Collusion: How Russia Helped Donald Trump Win. ( https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/15/christopher-steele-trump-
russia-dossier-accurate) This week, we have several follow-up reports. 
First, a summary from The New York Times’s Michelle Goldberg titled 
“Odds Are, Russia Owns Trump,” points out that “The New York Times 
published excerpts from emails between Felix Sater, a felon with ties to 
Russian organized crime, and Michael Cohen, one of Donald Trump’s 
lawyers and Sater’s childhood friend, about the project [to build a Trump 
Tower in Moscow]. Sater was apparently an intermediary between Trump 
and Russia, and in a Nov. 3, 2015 email to [Trump attorney Michael] 
Cohen, he made the strange argument that a successful deal would lead to 
Trump’s becoming president. Boasting that he was close enough to 
Vladimir Putin to let Ivanka Trump sit in the Russian president’s desk chair, 
Sater wrote, 'I will get Putin on this program and we will get Donald 
elected.’”https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/27/opinion/trump-patriot-
russia.html Goldberg summarizes Harding’s book, calling it essential 
reading for anyone trying to make sense of the Trump-Russia connection, 
or to anyone who doubts the collusion.

Politico Magazine published a long excerpt from the Harding book, 
where Harding lays out the earliest Russian contacts with Donald Trump, 
going back to at least 1987, when the KGB was interested in cultivating 
more American contacts and Trump wanted to do a deal for a hotel in 
Moscow: "The top level of the Soviet diplomatic service arranged his 1987 
Moscow visit. With assistance from the KGB. It took place while Kryuchkov 
was seeking to improve the KGB's operational techniques in one particular 
and sensitive area. The spy chief wanted KGB staff abroad to recruit more 
Americans.” Indeed, the Soviet Union may have had a file on Donald 
Trump as early as 1977, when he married a Czech citizen, Ivana 
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Zelnickova, whose father had a relationship with the Czech secret police. 
The couple was under  surveillance by Czech spies, according to files 
released in Prague in 2016. Read the excerpt here: https://
www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/11/19/trump-first-moscow-
trip-215842

And in a major piece of investigative reporting, Vanity Fair magazine has 
uncovered more information on "What Trump Really Told [Russian 
Ambassador] Kislyak After Comey Was Canned.” The Nov. 22 piece 
finds that “[d]uring a May 10 meeting in the Oval Office, the president 
betrayed his intelligence community by leaking the content of a classified, 
and highly sensitive, Israeli intelligence operation to two high-ranking 
Russian envoys, Sergey Kislyak and Sergey Lavrov.” Vanity Fair reports 
that the American intelligence community was incensed that the President 
had compromised intelligence from an ally, who now could not trust the US 
to keep its secrets. It is important to note that Russia is allied with Iran and 
could pass on improperly leaked intelligence. And the Israeli double agent 
on the ground was himself compromised, and perhaps killed. https://
www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/11/trump-intel-slip. This is a fascinating 
piece on how allied spies work with each other and come to trust each 
other. And the risks Trump ran in leaking details of what he knew. (This 
was also the meeting where Trump told Kislyak that at last Comey was off 
his back.)

NPR’s Terry Gross interviews Luke Harding on her show, Fresh Air, for 
Nov. 21. If you want to hear the podcast, use your phone’s podcast app, or 
listen on this website, scrolling to Nov. 21: https://www.npr.org/podcasts/
381444908/fresh-air In about 40 minutes hear Harding discuss the whole 
history of the Russia connection, including the bizarre connections between 
many Trump appointees: Manafort and Flynn, but also Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson and Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross. It’s a great interview 
you won’t want to miss.

That Wilbur Ross-Russia connection was exposed recently in a detailed 
report in The New York Times on Nov. 5 titled: "Commerce Secretary’s 
Offshore Ties to Putin ‘Cronies’”: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/05/
world/wilbur-ross-russia.html
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•You have probably been following the tax bill as it moves through the 
Senate. But have you considered its broader implications? In fact, its 
authors are on track to enact a whole new vision of American society 
and its values, says the Business section of The New York Times. "It 
Started as a Tax Cut. Now It Could Change American Life.” The Nov. 29 
report states, "as the bill has been rushed through Congress with scant 
debate, its far broader ramifications have come into focus, revealing a 
catchall legislative creation that could reshape major areas of American life, 
from education to health care….The result is a behemoth piece of 
legislation that could widen American economic inequality while diminishing 
the power of local communities to marshal relief for vulnerable people — 
especially in high-tax states like California and New York, which, not 
coincidentally, tend to vote Democratic….

"'This is a repudiation of the social contract that Franklin Roosevelt 
announced at the New Deal,’  Joseph J. Ellis, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
American historian, said of trimming benefits for lower- and middle-income 
families to finance bigger rewards for the wealthy. Health coverage would 
shrink under the Republican plan while multimillion-dollar estates would not 
have to pay a penny in taxes.” This Times essay is one of the clearest 
explanations of the wider impact of this bill: https://www.nytimes.com/
2017/11/29/business/republican-tax-cut.html?_r=0

Meanwhile, the CBO (Congress’s non-partisan tax an budget research 
arm) reports that the tax bill would have even greater effects on the 
poor than originally thought: "From the perspective of rich people 
benefiting from slashing the corporate tax rate, the bill the Senate is 
currently considering — and could vote on this week — is a tax cut bill. But 
from the perspective of America’s poor, the bill looks more like a health 
care cut.” So reports Vox on Nov. 27: https://www.vox.com/policy-and-
politics/2017/11/27/16704664/senate-republican-tax-bill-health-cut-poor.

A few days earlier, the Tax Policy Center (Brookings Institute) reported on 
the effects of the “tax cut” on all income quintiles (a more meaningful 
measure of income: sociologists do not recognize “middle class” as a 
meaningful economic category): “[T]he plan actually gets more regressive 
over time. The tax cuts for the four lower-income quintiles basically shrivel 
up and disappear by 2027, with the two lowest quintiles ultimately seeing 
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either a tax hike or no change, while the middle and fourth see the tax cut 
dwindle away to almost nothing. By contrast, in 2027, the top one percent 
sees an average tax cut of more than $30,000, and the top 0.1 percent 
sees an average tax cut of more than $200,000.” [emphasis added] See 
the report in the Nov. 21 Washington Post: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2017/11/21/the-trump-tax-
plan-is-much-worse-than-you-thought-a-new-analysis-confirms-it/?
utm_term=.bbc41a103ebf

•The Washington Post was the subject of a sting operation by a right-
wing purveyor of fake news, Veritas, which sent an agent to trap the 
newspaper into reporting, falsely, that the woman was made pregnant by 
Roy Moore and had an abortion. The goal was to expose the lie and 
accuse The Post of maliciously targeting Moore. But The Post easily 
exposed the fraud, and the woman abruptly left her interview with a Post 
reporter, who was video recording the whole interview (with the 
participant’s knowledge). You can watch the whole sting play out, and the 
woman be exposed, by reading The Washington Post’s extraordinary 
report, which includes the video interview and the reverse sting: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/a-woman-approached-the-post-
with-dramatic--and-false--tale-about-roy-moore-sje-appears-to-be-part-of-
undercover-sting-operation/2017/11/27/0c2e335a-cfb6-11e7-9d3a-
bcbe2af58c3a_story.html?utm_term=.4f1bdbfcaea8

•And The Washington Post offers a stinging op-ed with self-explanatory 
title: "Two new reports suggest Trump has come unhinged. The truth is 
worse.” No, Trump is not exactly unhinged, says, the Nov. 29 piece by 
Greg Sargent. "The brazenness of it [Trump’s counterfactual tweets] is the 
whole point — his utter shamelessness itself is meant to achieve his goal. 
In any given case, Trump is not trying to persuade anyone of anything as 
much as he is trying to render reality irrelevant, and reduce the pursuit of 
agreement on it to just another part of the circus. He’s asserting a species 
of power — the power to evade constraints normally imposed by 
empirically verifiable facts, by expectations of consistency, and even by 
what reasoned inquiry deems merely credible. The more brazen or 
shameless, the more potent is the assertion of power.” We live in an era 
that is not simply stupidly post-truth, Sargent suggests. The assault on truth 
is a strategy straight out of 1984 designed to make the leader’s  power 
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supreme and unassailable. https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-
line/wp/2017/11/29/two-new-reports-suggest-trump-has-come-unhinged-
the-truth-is-worse/?tid=pm_opinions_pop&utm_term=.d133410209b4

•Trump’s most outrageous tweet this week may be the re-tweet of three 
anti-Muslim videos originally posted by a British neo-fascist, Jayden 
Fransen, of the Britain First extremist party. Fransen is under indictment in 
the UK for "religious aggravated harassment,” for promoting religious hate. 
The videos—one of which is not in fact of a Muslim and others of which are 
from moments of civil unrest in Egypt—were originally tweeted, it seems, 
by Anne Coulter. 

British Prime Minister Theresa May denounced Trump’s posting, and 
Trump then attacked her, saying, "’Theresa,' he wrote on Twitter, initially 
getting her handle wrong, 'don’t focus on me, focus on the destructive 
Radical Islamic Terrorism that is taking place within the United Kingdom.' 
May fired back in Parliament, and Labor members are questioning the 
Britain-US relationship itself. One tweeted: “'Let that sink in. The President 
of the United States is promoting a fascist, racist, extremist hate group 
whose leaders have been arrested and convicted. He is no ally or friend of 
ours,’” according to The New York Times. They also report, Nov. 30, that 
"Trump’s tweets were welcomed by a former Ku Klux Klan leader, David 
Duke, who wrote on Twitter: 'Thank God for Trump! That’s why we love 
him!'” https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/us/politics/trump-anti-muslim-
videos-jayda-fransen.html

Britain’s The Guardian reports, Nov. 30, that the British Ambassador to 
the US, "Sir Kim Darroch... had already raised the issue formally. In 
Westminster, MPs lined up to condemn the president’s behaviour, and urge 
the government to formally cancel the state visit invitation made by May....” 
Read the British responses here: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/
2017/nov/30/rudd-donald-trump-bigger-picture-uk-us-britain-first. The 
Guardian also publishes a call for a firm repudiation of Trump and a 
demand that his visit be cancelled (“[the tweet] was a high-velocity bullet 
aimed unerringly at the cerebral cortex of the UK government’s 
international strategy. Trump sent a variety of messages in those 26 words, 
all of them foul”): https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/nov/
30/britain-demand-apology-trump-cancel-state-visit-theresa-may.
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•In thinking about Trump and white supremacy, Charles Blow reminds us of 
its consistent theme in Trump’s thinking, adducing an astonishing remark of 
our President on Monday: "Trump defiled a White House ceremony to 
honor Navajo veterans of World War II...by using a racial slur, pejoratively 
referring to Senator Elizabeth Warren as ‘Pocahontas.’” Blow also reports 
that insiders in the White House say that Trump continues to question 
Obama’s birthplace. "The Trump Doctrine is White Supremacy,” Blow 
concludes, and his is not a loose expression here but a reasoned 
conclusion reached through examining evidence. See his column in 
Thursday’s The New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/
opinion/trump-racism-white-supremacy.html [emphasis added]

•Two recent articles discuss the possible grounds for impeachment, while 
acknowledging it cannot happen now. Read David Leonhardt’s "Time to 
Talk Impeachment,” in the Nov. 30 Times. He builds on the analysis of 
Cass Sunstein’s book Impeachment, here: https://www.nytimes.com/
2017/11/30/opinion/impeachment-donald-trump.html Leonhardt also draws 
on a recent piece in Vox by its founder, Ezra Klein: https://www.vox.com/
2017/11/30/16517022/impeachment-donald-trump Klein’s is a closely 
reasoned argument for at least normalizing talk of impeachment, 
understanding it as the Founders meant it, and not fearing it as much as we 
do. "We have grown too afraid of the consequences of impeachment and 
too complacent about the consequences of leaving an unfit president in 
office. If the worst happens, and Trump’s presidency results in calamity, we 
will have no excuse to make, no answer to give. This is an emergency. We 
should break the glass.” Worth reading.

•”I am the editor of 'The Dangerous Case of Donald Trump: 27 
Psychiatrists and Mental Health Experts Assess a President' We 
represent a much larger number of concerned mental health professionals 
who have come forward to warn against the president’s psychological 
instability and the dangers it poses. We now number in the thousands.” —
Letter to The New York Times from Yale School of Medicine Forensic 
Psychiatrist Brandy X Lee, Nov. 30: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/30/
opinion/psychiatrists-trump.html?_r=0 . [emphasis added]

•For a more frightening summary of the above, with all the current evidence 
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laid out, see Michelle Goldberg, in a New York Times article one would 
hardly expect to see in a major US newspaper (at least since the last days 
of the Nixon era) "Trump Is Cracking Up” https://www.nytimes.com/
2017/12/01/opinion/trump-is-cracking-up.html. [emphasis added]

____________________________________________________________
______________________________________
•The Coalition for a Better IL 6th along with the Indivisible Dupage group, 
held a protest in Downers Grove on Nov. 17 to confront Peter Roskam 
over his support for the tax bill and cuts to the ACA. Roskam was giving the 
keynote speech to the Downers Grove Township Republican 
Organization’s 2017 Ronald Reagan Dinner. Over 100 protesters turned 
out to the event that was covered by The Northwest Herald: http://
www.nwherald.com/2017/11/17/hundreds-protest-rep-peter-roskams-
stance-on-health-care-tax-plan-at-gop-fundraiser/a7ckhs5/

•In a lengthy discussion of the House Tax Bill, Peter Roskam defended 
his position to The Chicago Tribune on Nov. 14: “Republican U.S. Rep. 
Peter Roskam said on Tuesday that he has so much faith in his party’s 
proposed tax overhaul that he’ll be campaigning on the issue leading up to 
the 2018 midterm elections in less than a year.
“'I plan on running on tax reform,' he said, calling the current tax code 
'completely indefensible…’ Roskam plays down analyses that suggest the 
legislation would disproportionately help the wealthy and corporations. The 
6th District is one where the 2016 estimated median household income 
was $97,387, or 69 percent higher than the national median of $57,617 at 
the time, Census Bureau figures show.
"Roskam said he can’t guarantee that every taxpayer will see his or her tax 
burden reduced 'given every single subtlety of every single return.’  He 
contended, though, that everyone will benefit from lessening the tax burden 
and spurred economic growth, leading to more jobs and higher wages.” 
Read the whole story here: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/
politics/ct-met-peter-roskam-taxes-20171114-story.html

*And on Tuesday, Nov. 28, The Naperville Sun reports: "Slew of suburban 
Democrats seek to challenge Roskam, Hultgren in 2018”: http://
www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/news/ct-nvs-6th-
congress-election-filing-st-1129-20171127-story.html [emphasis added]
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Best wishes, and Peace,

The Indivisible DuPage Research Team

“Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many—they are few.”

—From "The Mask of Anarchy. Written on the Occasion of the [army] 
Massacre at Manchester [1819]", By British Romantic Poet Percy Shelley

If you think education is expensive, try ignorance.


