
Hello Indivisible supporters. 

***READ ARCHIVED RECENT MUST-READS AND LEARN MORE 
ABOUT INDIVISIBLE DUPAGE AT OUR WEBSITE: 

INDIVISIBLEDUPAGE.COM***

Here we are again with our weekly news update. We know that you are 
busy people, and you probably do have a lot of news to sift through, online, 
on social media, on news feeds. But we will bring you a weekly update of 
news we curate from major news sources that may be of interest to you. 
We may even be able to introduce you to some new news sources you will 
enjoy exploring. 

So read these on your devices, or print them out for your morning coffee 
reading this weekend. (We do not expect you will read these all at once: 
this is slow news, not Facebook news. So explore, linger, and share with 
friends—we mean share the links with actual, physical, real friends!)

1. The announced direct nuclear talks between Kim Jong Un and 
President Trump seem to be a major victory for Trump's bellicose style 
of “diplomacy.” Right-wing (and maybe mainstream) media will certainly 
credit him with statesman-like success after decades of stalemate. But 
today’s Washington Post urges caution: “But in the afterglow of the surprise 
announcement — hinted by Trump in a teasing visit to the White House 
press room and soon confirmed by South Korea’s national security adviser, 
standing in the West Wing driveway — questions were fast and furious. 
Were direct talks between Kim and Trump, two notably volatile leaders who 
have traded public insults for more than a year, the best way to start what 
are sure to be complicated negotiations? Was the administration, whose 
thin bench of experienced experts seems to be growing slimmer by the 
day, ready to face those wily and untrustworthy North Koreans? The talks, 
U.S. and South Korean officials said, would take place before the end of 
May.” https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trumps-
bellicosity-secures-a-diplomatic-coup--for-now/
2018/03/08/7aaec368-2339-11e8-94da-ebf9d112159c_story.html.   

This is a developing story, and the devil will be in the details. For now, we 
may breathe a bit easier that actual war is not imminent. Perhaps Kim and 
Trump will discuss… parades! Kim loves them too. See an example below. 
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2. So: looking for another reason why Hillary lost? Look not much further 
than the evisceration of New Deal Democratic values by Bill Clinton. Ryan 
Cooper, in a long review essay in The Nation for March 12, examines two 
books on the Clintons, Bill Clinton, by Michael Tomasky, and Shattered: 
Inside Hillary Clinton’s Doomed Campaign, by Amie Parnes and Jonathan 
Allen. Cooper reminds us that Bill Clinton, the great triangulator, attempted 
to blame the stagflation and high unemployment of the 80s on the 
government regulation, unionism, and trust-busting of the New Deal 
Democrats. "Blaming the problem on New Deal structures, [the neo-
liberals] insisted that only deregulation, union-busting, and tight money 
would restore growth and stabilize prices. Under the direction of Al From 
and his Democratic Leadership Council (DLC), of which Clinton was a 
charter member, this group of 'New Democrats' consolidated in the 1980s 
and gradually rooted most of the old New Dealers out of leadership roles in 
the Democratic Party, and eventually out of the party altogether.” Moreover, 
it is true that both NAFTA and Clinton’s trade deals with China accelerated 
(though they did not cause) the deindustrialization of the heartland so 
resented by Trump voters: "The Democrats’ embrace of free-market 
policies, which reached its apex under Clinton, may have helped rejuvenate 
the party in the 1990s and early 2000s, but that embrace has now crippled 
it. Hillary Clinton’s shocking loss to Donald Trump—whose signature 
economic pledge was to reverse the 'bad deals' of the past few decades—
simply highlights a generation of Democratic Party politics that has now 
come crashing to an end.” And Cooper points out that Obama continued 
Clintonist policies, which were ultimately inadequate to confront the crisis of 
2018 for large sectors of the economy and the affected working class. This 
is just one reason, of course, for Hillary’s failure, but Cooper does a good 
job of describing the background to the current neo-liberal-Progressive 
battles in the Democratic Party. https://www.thenation.com/article/the-rise-
and-fall-of-clintonism/.  *Highly recommended reading. 

3. A special issue of The Nation for March 12, referenced above, 
treats monopoly power in America, covering Buffet, Bezos, and more. 
(Did you know that "Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates, Amazon CEO Jeff 
Bezos, and Berkshire Hathaway CEO Warren Buffett ... collectively 
own more wealth [$248.5 billion] than half of the US population”? 
See here.) The Nation’s George Zornick interviews Elizabeth Warren on 
monopolies and why the Democrats need to start talking about this issue. 
”The Justice Department has not taken this problem seriously for a long 
time now,” she says. "Competition has been dying in markets across our 
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economy. Just look at the numbers: Four airlines control over 80 percent of 
domestic airline seats. Five health-insurance giants control over 80 percent 
of the health-insurance market. Three drugstore chains have 99 percent of 
the industry’s revenues. Four companies control over 85 percent of 
America’s beef market. Two giants sell over 70 percent of all beer in 
America. That’s a big problem. It’s a problem because, when a few big 
players control an entire industry, it has devastating impacts on both the 
economy and our political system. Trump appointees are there to protect 
the big companies…” https://www.thenation.com/article/elizabeth-warrens-
big-fight-against-monopolies/. 

In another piece, economist Robert Borosage explains, "The Real Reason 
Workers Can’t Get A Raise: A preemptive war on inflation will tamp down 
any real wage growth.” Borosage explains, "In today’s economy, with weak 
unions and large, multinational corporations, wages begin to stir only when 
the economy nears full employment. When labor is in demand, workers can 
push for better wages and benefits. Companies find themselves under 
pressure to raise pay in order to avoid losing good workers to competitors. 
Yet the mere hint of rising wages creates warning flags at the Federal 
Reserve, America’s central bank. Corporations could pass on rising wages 
to consumers by raising prices, and rising prices could feed inflation.” The 
Fed overreacts to inflation, raising interest rates, which causes the market 
to panic. "That panic is testament to how much the game is rigged against 
workers. Inflation—at 1.5 percent in 2017—remains below the Fed’s target. 
Prices aren’t rising too fast; they are rising too slowly. The economy has 
grown slowly in each of the past three years. Rising wages are more of a 
dream than a reality. In real terms, wages rose a nearly invisible 0.6 
percent in 2017. In previous expansions, they’ve gone up over 4 percent 
without America turning into Weimar. Unit labor costs are up all of 0.2 
percent in 2017—the lowest gains ever at this point in an expansion.” 
Moreover, most of the gains in wages went to management, not labor: "But 
as Doug Henwood writes in Jacobin, workers didn’t pocket most of the 
increases; managers did. The BLS also reports on the earnings of 
workers who are not supervisors... Workers’ wages are barely keeping 
ahead of the cost of living. Supervisors are doing better—and will do even 
better when the regressive tax cuts kick in.” [emphasis added] https://
www.thenation.com/article/the-real-reason-workers-cant-get-a-raise/.

Of course monopolies put downward pressure on workers’ wages as 
well. In another report in that issue, Bryce Covert explains "As industries 
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get more concentrated, workers have fewer employment options—and less 
leverage to get a raise.” Read his full treatment here: https://
www.thenation.com/article/does-monopoly-power-explain-workers-
stagnant-wages/. 

[As we have pointed out, The Nation may limit your monthly reads. You 
may get around this by using different devices. But since it is America’s 
oldest news weekly, and one of the most powerful voices of the American 
Left, it is certainly worth your subscribing.]

4. As many cynics suspected, Congress will apparently not be acting 
on gun control. There are measures to beef up school security to keep 
some bullets out, catch a few crazy youngsters, or limit the damage. But no 
action on guns themselves is likely to make it out of both houses. As The 
Times reports on March 8, "Republican leaders, turning away from 
significant gun control legislation, have shifted instead toward measures 
that would beef up security at the nation’s schools, hoping the push will 
quell public uproar over the recent massacre in Parkland, Fla….But most 
gun safety proposals — including expanding background checks for gun 
purchases, raising the minimum age for buying rifles to 21 from 18, banning 
assault-style weapons like the AR-15 used by the gunman in Parkland and 
taking guns away from people deemed mentally unfit — appear to be going 
nowhere on Capitol Hill.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/07/us/politics/
parkland-school-shooting-congress-gun-control.html. 

However, Florida’s legislature has done some tinkering with gun laws while 
passing a measure that would permit teachers to be armed. Again, a good 
source for information is the UK Guardian, which reported on Wednesday, 
"Florida’s lawmakers narrowly passed a controversial gun bill late on 
Wednesday that would allow armed teachers in the state’s classrooms, 
three weeks to the day after the Marjory Stoneman Douglas high school 
massacre in which 17 people were killed. The new legislation, which must 
now be approved by the Florida governor, Rick Scott, also raises the age at 
which weapons can be purchased to 21 and provides extra money for 
school security and mental health support. The package was backed by 
families of the Parkland victims, but strongly opposed by many Democrats, 
who failed to block its passage in a 67-50 vote.” The governor may not sign 
it, however, since he opposes arming teachers. https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/mar/07/betsy-devos-florida-shooting-
students-marjory-stoneman-douglas-school. 
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5. In an important op-ed in Sunday’s New York Times, Times reporter and 
award-winning author of histories of presidential power Charlie Savage 
asks the troubling question, "What if Republicans Win the Midterms?” 
Savage adduces the anti-war turmoil of years like 1968: of course amid all 
that unrest, few people believed that elections in November 1968 would 
immediately end the war. But if our expectations that things will get better if 
Democrats take the House are frustrated, what may happen? After all, as 
we have been reporting, economic news seems good to most people, and 
gerrymandering still will affect the November elections, making a House 
victory uncertain. “We are lucky that so far 2018 does not look like a new 
1968. But the relative calm may be like an unexploded bomb, its volatility 
not so much defused as contained by the thought that Trump Republicans 
will be punished in the Nov. 6 midterm elections. These expectations are 
widespread….Against that backdrop, disappointed Trump opponents will 
be primed to believe the worst: that Russia rigged two elections in a row for 
Republicans. And if their anticipatory catharsis and faith in the democratic 
process evaporates, the anger could seek a different outlet — in turn 
risking a backlash from Trump supporters and a downward spiral.” History 
does suggest that social pressures such as this are not indefinitely 
contained. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/sunday-review/what-if-
republicans-win-the-midterms.html. *Highly recommended reading.

6. Just to increase your anxiety level a bit further, we note a Washington 
Post story on Mar. 3 whose title tells it all: "‘Pure madness’: Dark days 
inside the White House as Trump shocks and rages.” The paper 
reports, "Trump is now a president in transition, at times angry and 
increasingly isolated. He fumes in private that just about every time he 
looks up at a television screen, the cable news headlines are trumpeting 
yet another scandal. He voices frustration that son-in-law Jared Kushner 
has few on-air defenders. He revives old grudges. And he confides to 
friends that he is uncertain about whom to trust.” The Post based its creepy 
assessment on interviews with with 22 White House officials, friends of the 
president, advisors, and others close to him. "Retired four-star Army 
general Barry McCaffrey said the American people — and Congress 
especially — should be alarmed. 'I think the president is starting to wobble 
in his emotional stability and this is not going to end well,' McCaffrey said. 
'Trump’s judgment is fundamentally flawed, and the more pressure put on 
him and the more isolated he becomes, I think, his ability to do harm is 
going to increase.’” https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pure-

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/sunday-review/what-if-republicans-win-the-midterms.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/sunday-review/what-if-republicans-win-the-midterms.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/pure-madness-dark-days-inside-the-white-house-as-trump-shocks-and-rages/2018/03/03/9849867c-1e72-11e8-9de1-147dd2df3829_story.html


madness-dark-days-inside-the-white-house-as-trump-shocks-and-rages/
2018/03/03/9849867c-1e72-11e8-9de1-147dd2df3829_story.html.

It was Shakespeare’s Henry IV who famously said, "Uneasy lies the head 
that wears a crown.” But Henry won his battles and did reasonably well, 
able to bequeath his kingdom to his son, Harry. Let us hope King Lear is 
not the more apt model here….

7. As you probably know, the whole issue of tariffs is more complex than 
Donald Trump knows. One of the most concise demolitions of the Trump 
mythology—that China is stealing our steel jobs—is from Paul Krugman: 
"Trump has always had a thing about trade, which he sees the way he 
sees everything: as a test of power and masculinity. It’s all about who sells 
more: if we run a trade surplus we win, if we run a trade deficit, we lose.... 
This is, of course, nonsense. Trade isn’t a zero-sum game: it raises the 
productivity and wealth of the world economy. To take a not at all random 
example, it makes a lot of sense to produce aluminum, a process that uses 
vast amounts of electricity, in countries like Canada, which have abundant 
hydropower. So the U.S. gains from importing Canadian aluminum, 
whether or not we run a trade deficit with Canada. (As it happens, we don’t, 
but that’s pretty much beside the point.)…. A cycle of retaliation would 
shrink overall world trade, making the world as a whole, America very much 
included, poorer. Perhaps even more important in the near term, it would 
be highly disruptive. We live in an era of global supply chains: just about 
everything produced in America (and everywhere else) uses inputs 
produced in other countries. Your new car may well have a chassis 
assembled in the U.S., an engine and wiring system made in Mexico, 
electronics from Korea and China, and, of course, steel and aluminum from 
Canada.

"Could we produce cars without all those imported components? Yes, 
given time. But getting from here to there would be a huge mess: hundreds 
if not thousands of factories would have to close or convert over to other 
uses. Never mind the net loss of jobs from a full-scale trade war, which 
would in the end probably be a relatively small number. The point instead is 
that the gross job losses would be huge, as millions of workers would be 
forced to change jobs, move to new places, and more. And many of them 
would suffer losses on the way that they would never get back. Oh, and 
companies on the losing end would lose trillions in stock value.” https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/03/opinion/trade-war-what-is-it-good-for-
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absolutely-nothing.html. 

And The New York Times editorial board, in opposing the tariffs, points out 
that "As it happens, Canada imports more American Steel than it exports to 
the United States, giving it the ability to hurt the very industry Mr. Trump 
claims to want to help. The country’s foreign minister, Chrystia Freeland, 
says Canada buys about half of American steel exports.
"It’s also not clear that these tariffs will help Mr. Trump achieve his goal of 
increasing manufacturing employment in the United States. For example, 
businesses located in this country already produce about 70 percent of the 
steel used here. Experts say for every new job at a steel mill or aluminum 
smelter that is created by this trade decision, the country could lose as 
many or more jobs at businesses that use those metals, which will now 
cost more. This is one of the reasons that trade wars are, in fact, not easy 
to win.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/02/opinion/sunday/trump-trade-
steel-aluminum-tarriffs.html.
So how wrong is Trump on trade? Very. Dumb wrong. Here are some 
facts and numbers to share with any of your friends who think the trade war 
will bring us jobs. In another New York Times op-ed, Veronique de Rugy, a 
senior research fellow at the Koch-funded Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University, argues for free trade. Whatever you think of the 
Mercatus Center, she offers the following statistics about trade, many of 
which are echoed by most all academic economists across the political 
spectrum: "In 2002, President George W. Bush implemented his own steel 
tariffs. As expected, the taxes jacked up the price of domestic steel and 
temporarily boosted the industry’s profits. Steel-consuming industries, 
however, weren’t so lucky. According to an estimate from the nonpartisan 
Trade Partnership Worldwide, a staggering 200,000 people lost their jobs in 
downstream industries by the following year. That’s more workers than the 
entire steel industry had at the time. 

"Like President Bush, Mr. Trump will raise the cost of doing business in 
steel- and aluminum-consuming companies. In turn, it will make life much 
harder for the 6.5 million workers those industries employ. Many will lose 
their jobs — possibly more than the 170,000 workers currently employed in 
the steel and aluminum producing industries. Adding insult to injury, the 
president is comfortable with the knowledge that his import tax will make 
our cars, infrastructure, soda cans and aircraft more expensive. And he’s 
flat-out wrong when he claims, 'Maybe it’ll cost a little bit more, but we’ll 
have jobs.' As the Department of Commerce’s own report shows, the 
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decline of jobs in the steel and aluminum industries predates the 
competition with China by decades. Industry experts know that this is 
mostly because of innovation and industry consolidation. The era of labor-
intensive metal production is over.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/05/
opinion/trump-tariff-americans-jobs.html. 

And to sum it up, The New York Times on March 7, publishes a concise 
fact-check of "President Trump’s Exaggerated and Misleading Claims on 
Trade.” In general, Trump promotes populist mythology, where not 
automation, technological change, or simply the conditions of capital fleeing 
to more lucrative industry, but rather dark malevolent outside forces are 
victimizing American workers. To counter that mythology will take work; the 
de Rugy piece and this one will help make the truth known. https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/06/us/politics/07dc-tradefacts.html. 

And Paul Ryan and other Republicans have urged the president not to start 
a trade war, revealing a deep rift in the Republican Party, as 
reported Wednesday by The New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/
2018/03/07/us/politics/gary-cohn-leaves-white-house-trump.html. 

8. The Texas primaries on Tuesday were the first national elections of the 
midterm season. How did the Democrats do? It depends on what analyst 
you read. The glass was half empty; it was also half full. The Washington 
Post, for example, headlined, "Democrats see wave of enthusiasm but still 
face an identity crisis.” The Democratic turnout was "more than 1 million of 
the party’s voters ... the biggest number in more than a decade. And a new 
class of rising stars emerged, among them Rep. Beto O’Rourke, now the 
Democratic nominee for the U.S. Senate challenging Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz. But the results also foreshadowed the unresolved identity crisis 
facing Democrats nationally as the primary season kicked off, leaving that 
coveted blue wave a real but still distant possibility.”

The Post reports on one such race, in which the traditional and the Sanders 
activist wings of the party squared off. “[In] Texas’s wealthy 7th 
Congressional District...seven Houston-area Democrats squared 
off Tuesday, and the two top finishers — corporate attorney Lizzie Pannill 
Fletcher and liberal activist and writer Laura Moser — will compete in 
a May 22 runoff. From the start, Fletcher was the type of contender national 
Democrats have been seeking out in districts they need to win to take back 
the House. She is an able fundraiser, supported by abortion rights groups 
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including Emily’s List, and has a business background that could appeal to 
swing voters. Yet Moser, who is well-known in the Trump resistance 
movement and was endorsed by Our Revolution, an advocacy group 
founded by Sanders, plowed forward anyway.” 

At the same time, Politico offered six takeaways from the election: 
"Democratic enthusiasm is real, but may not be enough in 
Texas; D.C. Dems get brushed back [i.e. the DCCC’s favored candidate 
did not win outright]; Trump's popularity even helps a Bush — in Texas, 
no less [George P. Bush, son of Jeb Bush, won his primary for land 
commissioner with Trump support]; Cash isn't necessarily king [the big 
fundraising Dems did not win primaries]; The suburbs rule [these will the 
central battlegrounds in November]; The 'Year of the Woman' starts off 
strong [All of EMILY’s List-endorsed candidates in Democratic primaries 
either won outright or advanced to a runoff.] https://www.politico.com/story/
2018/03/07/takeaways-texas-primary-2018-443992.

And on Thursday, The New York Times op-ed contributor Musa Al-Harbi 
cautions that there is little for Democrats to learn from the Texas 
primaries: "Democrats had near-record turnout, with more than one million 
voters over all taking part in their primaries. Sounds impressive, right? 
But Republicans had actual record-breaking turnout, exceeding their 
previous midterm high-water mark, which was set in 2010. All told, with 
more than 1.5 million votes cast, Republicans had nearly 50 percent 
more voters take part in their primary than the Democrats in 
theirs. There does not seem to be an enthusiasm gap between Democrats 
and Republicans. If the Democrats’ numbers seem impressive in 2018, this 
is because their previous benchmarks in the state have been relatively 
low. In fact, despite longstanding expectations of Texas becoming a so-
called purple state, Democrats have not won a statewide office there since 
1994…Primary turnout is not dispositive in any case. In 2002, when 
Democrats set their record for midterm primary turnout, they failed to flip a 
single congressional seat in the general election.” [emphasis added] https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/07/opinion/texas-primary-results-blue.html. 

9. That clever Stormy Daniels would make a good chess player. Whatever 
you think of her story, amusing or damning to all parties, her recent lawsuit 
has Trump—who apparently called himself “David Dennison" to hide his 
relationship—backed further into a legal corner. Her suit claims that since 
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neither Trump nor “Dennison" actually signed her non-disclosure 
agreement, it is null and void. And to top that off, she claims her written 
statement denying the affair was coerced and not enforceable. Why is this 
interesting? Well, read this from her suit, as reported in The Washington 
Post: "'16. After discovering Ms. Clifford's [Stormy’s legal name] 
plans, Mr. Trump, with the assistance of his attorney Mr. Cohen, 
aggressively sought to silence Ms. Clifford as part of an effort to 
avoid her telling the truth, thus helping to ensure he won the 
Presidential Election. Mr. Cohen subsequently prepared a draft 
nondisclosure agreement and presented it to Ms. Clifford and her 
attorney (the "Hush Agreement").’” [emphasis in original] This is the first 
time we have a claim that Trump himself knew about the agreement, and a 
claim that this was all done to influence the election. This could have 
implications for Trump’s legal exposure if this constitutes 
an unreported campaign expense. Moreover, "'Prior to entering into this 
Agreement, PP [Daniels’s tryst alias] came into possession of certain 
"Confidential Information" pertaining to DD, as more fully defined 
below, only some of which is in tangible form, which includes, but is 
not limited to information, certain still images and/or text messages 
which were authored by or relate to DD. …’” [emphasis in original]  If her 
suit succeeds, she will be able to release potentially damaging … what? on 
David Dennison. Even if she does not win her suit, if it is allowed to go 
forward, Trump himself may have to testify and deny some of her charges. 
Which would be interesting. And an outcome engineered by Stormy and 
her lawyer. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2018/03/07/
the-7-most-interesting-parts-of-stormy-danielss-lawsuit-against-trump/.

The Washington Post published a review of the Daniels story and its 
implications for the president late Wednesday. https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/i-have-to-see-you-again-how-trumps-
alleged-affair-with-a-porn-star-spilled-into-public-view/
2018/03/07/4581514e-2229-11e8-86f6-54bfff693d2b_story.html.

Still, amid all the noise (and, let us admit, some fun) about the Stormy 
storm, we might take seriously the opinion of Chicago Tribune opinion 
writer Dahleen Granton, who reminds us that this business is not likely 
to bring Trump down, and "we’re allowing a former porn star to distract us 
from the greatest task facing the American people — limiting Donald 
Trump to a one-term president. Stormy Daniels isn’t going to get the job 
done for us. We’ve got to come at Trump with something much stronger 
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than allegations that he slept with an adult film star a decade before he got 
to the White House.”  http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/columnists/
glanton/ct-met-dahleen-glanton-trump-stormy-daniels-20180307-
story.html. 

10. Now, on to the Mueller investigation, which continues to heat up, 
though it has not received much headline news coverage. In a closely-
reasoned essay in Vanity Fair, Chicago’s very own Scott Turow explains, 
"Why Manafort’s Legal Strategy Could Doom Him—and Donald Trump. 
Over the years, I’ve seen many potential defendants decide to shut up and 
take the heat. There is a price to be paid, however, for refusing to entertain 
plea deals. And betting on a pardon is the legal equivalent of a poker player 
drawing to an inside straight.” [emphasis added] Turow makes the point 
that "Robert Mueller, presumably, still doesn’t know what a truthful 
Manafort would have to say—but Trump does. If Manafort is, in fact, 
playing for a pardon ... it would speak volumes about how damaging 
Manafort’s testimony could be to Trump or to those close to him, such as 
his son, Donald Trump Jr., and his son-in-law, Jared Kushner. If 
Manafort’s truthful testimony was simply going to absolve all of them of 
conspiring with the Russians, he could have made a deal long ago. Such 
testimony would have been as likely to earn an eventual pardon, once the 
smoke cleared. Manafort’s problem, then, seems to be that Mueller may 
already have evidence of collusion that threatens to endanger him, his 
former colleagues on the campaign, and possibly Trump himself.” If 
Manafort is pardoned, though, he would lose his Fifth Amendment 
protection and could be called to give evidence to a grand jury. And New 
York’s attorney general, Eric Schneiderman, could still indict him, since a 
presidential pardon would not apply to state charges.

And The Washington Post develops an NBC report that "Mueller is casting 
a wide net. We now know the target is Trump.” Greg Sargent reports on 
Monday that "Special counsel Robert S. Mueller III is now directly gunning 
for President Trump — and not just on one front. It appears that Mueller is 
investigating whether Trump himself committed misconduct or possible 
criminality on two fronts, and possibly more. NBC News is now reporting 
that Mueller has sent a subpoena to an unnamed witness that appears to 
hint at just how wide a net Mueller has cast. NBC reports that the subpoena 
suggests Mueller is focused, among other things, on determining what 
Trump himself knew about Russian sabotage of the 2016 election as it was 
happening.” [emphasis added] Sargent adds that Mueller has subpoenaed 
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documents involving Trump associates and Trump himself, dating back to 
November, 2015. https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/
2018/03/05/mueller-is-casting-a-wide-net-we-now-know-the-target-is-
trump/.

And on Wednesday, The Washington Post reported that "Special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III has gathered evidence that a secret meeting in 
Seychelles just before the inauguration of Donald Trump was an effort 
to establish a back channel between the incoming administration and the 
Kremlin — apparently contradicting statements made to lawmakers by one 
of its participants, according to people familiar with the matter…. While 
Mueller is probing the circumstances of the Seychelles meeting, he is also 
more broadly examining apparent efforts by the Trump transition team to 
create a back channel for secret talks between the new administration and 
the Kremlin.” [emphasis added] The meeting was set up by "George Nader, 
a Lebanese American businessman [who] has testified on the matter 
before a grand jury gathering evidence about discussions between the 
Trump transition team and emissaries of the Kremlin.” https://
www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/mueller-gathers-
evidence-that-2016-seychelles-meeting-was-effort-to-establish-back-
channel-to-kremlin/2018/03/07/b6a5fb8c-224b-11e8-94da-
ebf9d112159c_story.html.

11. The weekend’s elections in Italy were, to use a political-science term 
of art, “a mess.” A populist party and the right-wing Five Star party won the 
most votes between them, but have yet to form a coalition. These are 
certainly parties of chaos, but they are somewhat different. There are neo-
fascists in both parties, but the matter is rather complex. The New York 
Times attempts to sort out the issues—both parties are anti-Euro and 
mostly anti-immigrant—in two articles. "The results were not just a 
disconcerting measure of Italy’s mood but also a harbinger of the troubles 
that may yet lay ahead for Europe,” the paper reported on the morning 
after. "Far-right and populist forces appeared to gain more than 50 percent 
of the vote in Italy, where the economy has lagged, migration has surged 
and many are seething at those in power. But with no one party or coalition 
appearing to win enough support to form a government, the election offered 
up an outcome familiar here: a muddle. It may take weeks of haggling to 
sort out who will lead the next government, and who will be in it. One thing 
seemed clear, however: Any government will be difficult to form without the 
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insurgent Five Star Movement, a web-based, populist party less than a 
decade old... Taken together, the votes cast for the Five Star Movement, 
the League and its post-fascist coalition partner, the Brothers of Italy party, 
run by Giorgia Meloni, depicted a dark mood in Italy and deep frustration 
with the governing, pro-Europe, Democratic Party of the center left.” https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/world/europe/italy-election.html. 

The Times also summarizes "4 Takeaways From a ‘Throw the Bums Out’ 
Italian Election,” here: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/05/world/europe/
italy-election.html.

And that paper also published a report from Italian commentator Beppe 
Severgnini, dateline Milan, on March 6. "Judging by its voters on Sunday, 
half of Italy is angry. It believes immigration is a bad thing, the European 
Union is a lousy deal, Donald Trump is an example of leadership and 
Vladimir Putin is a good man. One protest movement, Five Star, which had 
made aggressive talk its trademark for years, switched to a gentler tone as 
Election Day neared and polled 33 percent of the vote, which will make it 
the largest party in our new Parliament. At the same time, Italy’s right wing 
coalition got 37 percent of the vote — half of it from the League, a party 
that campaigned obsessively on immigration ('Italians first!' — sound 
familiar?). What happened to the happy Italians? Has la dolce vita — the 
sweet life — turned bitter? For many people, unfortunately, the answer is 
yes.” So around the world, we are witnessing political earthquakes and 
revolts, few of them progressive, against elites. Since the post-war order is 
to some extent founded on these economic, political, and financial 
structures, a crisis of legitimacy is certainly looming. https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/03/06/opinion/italy-election-anger-
dolce.html. *Highly recommended reading. 

12. Last week we reported on the scary new Russian nuclear 
weapons that Putin announced. Perhaps not so scary as Putin wanted us 
to believe, says arms control expert James Cameron in The Washington 
Post for March 5: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/
2018/03/05/putin-claims-russia-has-invincible-nuclear-weapons-heres-the-
story-behind-this/.

13. On Friday last week, NPR reported that a Russian politician 
cultivated ties with the NRA, an organization known to have fans in 
Russia. They report that "A prominent Kremlin-linked Russian politician has 
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methodically cultivated ties with leaders of the National Rifle Association 
and documented efforts in real time over six years to leverage those 
connections and gain deeper access into American politics, NPR has 
learned. Russian politician Alexander Torshin said his ties to the NRA 
provided him access to Donald Trump — and the opportunity to serve as a 
foreign election observer in the United States during the 2012 election... 
Investigators have expressed concern about Russian links to the NRA, 
one of the most politically polarizing organizations in the U.S.” The NRA 
denies it takes any foreign money to influence its decisions. [emphasis 
added] Read the full story of NRA-Russia ties here: https://www.npr.org/
2018/03/01/590076949/depth-of-russian-politicians-cultivation-of-nra-ties-
revealed.

____________________________________________________

14. A number of local political stories have made the national 
news recently. On March 4, The New York Times reported, dateline “Palos 
Hills, IL,” on the primary race between incumbent Congressman Dan 
Lipinski and progressive challenger Marie Newman (among others 
nationally). "And no lawmakers may be more vulnerable to the rising left 
than Mr. Lipinski and, in Massachusetts, Representative Michael E. 
Capuano, a far more liberal Democrat who is nevertheless confronting a 
restless electorate in his Boston-based district... Mr. Lipinski, opposed to 
abortion and uneasy with gay rights, is locked in a bitter campaign with Ms. 
Newman, a former marketing consultant who has backing from powerful 
liberal groups like Naral Pro-Choice America and the Human Rights 
Campaign.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/04/us/politics/democrats-
primaries-division.html. 

The Chicago Sun-Times, meanwhile, reported on Thursday that Sen. 
Bernie Sanders has endorsed Marie Newman in the race: https://
chicago.suntimes.com/news/bernie-sanders-endorses-marie-newman-in-
fight-for-dan-lipinski-seat/ [The Sun-Times has endorsed Lipinski. https://
chicago.suntimes.com/elections/voting-guide/].

15. And The Washington Post reports, dateline “Wheaton, IL,” on the gun 
violence protest at the DuPage County Fairgrounds gun show on 
March 4. The report begins, "The last place one might expect to hear 
pushback against the National Rifle Association would be at a gun show 
here, a western suburb of Chicago that reliably votes Republican every 
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election cycle and is the proud home of the Billy Graham Center Museum. 
But at the DuPage County Fairgrounds on Sunday, a man selling 
ammunition, DVDs, military books and a few handguns leaned across his 
table and said that, as a lifelong NRA member, he isn’t on board with 
everything the organization stands for….

"Clustered near the fairgrounds entrance were about 30 protesters who 
joined on Facebook as 'Friends Who March,' a group that emerged from 
last year’s Women’s March. When organizer Jax West, 46, of Lisle, Ill., 
heard the AR-15 raffle and sales were canceled, she said she was 'really 
appreciative’ of the gesture but wanted to show up anyway to 'keep them 
honest.’ West said the protesters are not anti-gun; her partner is an NRA 
instructor and teaches concealed-carry classes.” https://
www.washingtonpost.com/national/an-illinois-gun-show-bans-ar-15-sales-
landing-it-at-the-center-of-a-national-gun-control-debate/
2018/03/04/12502e6a-1fec-11e8-94da-ebf9d112159c_story.html.

16. In Springfield, as The Chicago Tribune reports, "The state house 
passed bills to ban bump stocks, raise the minimum age to 21 for buying 
assault-style weapons, and create state licensing of gun dealers. The state 
senate has already passed the licensing measure but still has to vote on 
the other bills.” Governor Rauner has not announced whether he will sign 
the final measure. The paper also offers a handy map to national gun 
legislation around the country in the wake of the Parkland 
shooting: http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/data/ct-gun-law-reforms-by-
state-2018-htmlstory.html. 

___________________________________________________________

Below: Kim, like many world leaders, loves a nice parade.
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Best wishes, and Peace,
The Indivisible DuPage Research Team

“Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many—they are few”

—From "The Mask of Anarchy. Written on the Occasion of the [army] 
Massacre at Manchester [1819]", By British Romantic Poet Percy Shelley


