
What You Can Do to End 
Concentration-Camp 

Conditions at the Border 
1. Support and Donate to Immigrant 

Rights groups. Locally: Immigrant 
Solidarity Dupage; IL Coalition for 
Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
(ICIRR). Nationally: National 
Immigrant Justice Center; ACLU; 
United We Dream.  

2. Contact your Congressman and your 
Senator to demand justice for 
immigrants.  

3. Learn about your local sheriff’s and 
municipal government’s policy for 
cooperating with ICE. Pressure them 
to become a sanctuary city. 

4. If you are an immigrant, or you know 
an immigrant family, know your rights 
and teach them to others. United We 
Dream and the ACLU have guides on 
their websites for immigrants 
confronted with ICE threats. 

5. Join actions in your area. See our 
Indivisible website, 
IndivisibleDuPage.com and our 
Facebook page for Events.

Conditions at 
the Border: A 

Legal and 
Moral 

Disgrace

Children  sleeping  under  mylar  blankets  in 
makeshift CBP facility. Ross D. Franklin/AP

Learn the facts: Protest 
Concentration-Camp 

conditions for separated 
families and children

Join the Light for Liberty Protest and 
Candlelight Vigil: Friday, July 12, 
2019, 7:30-9:30, at Naperville 
Riverwalk, at the Dandelion 
Fountain, Near Jackson and Webster.



able to sleep isn’t a question of safe and sanitary 
conditions?” asked one judge. (John Sanders, acting 
commissioner of Customs and Border Protection, the 
agency responsible for temporarily housing the 
migrant children, announced Tuesday that he would 
be leaving his post at the end of next week.)


Mr. Trump’s latest display of cruel bluster was the 
announcement, and then the delay, of nationwide 
raids to deport undocumented families. In fact, 
deporting immigrants who have exhausted their legal 
claims is not uncommon — President Barack Obama, 
remember, was often referred to by immigration 
groups as “deporter in chief” — and the targets of 
these raids are not random. But Mr. Trump sought to 
use the operation to strut before his base and extract 
concessions from Democrats, and spread panic 
through immigrant communities. His announcement 
delayed action by Congress and made the operation 
that much more difficult by warning those targeted for 
deportation. Then he tweeted that he was delaying the 
raids for two weeks.


The New York Times editorialized on June 24:  
President Trump has made agreeing on an approach 
to immigration in the United States more difficult. 
President Trump has systematically creat[ed] a false 
narrative of immigrants as job-stealing criminals, by 
insisting that there is a crisis of illegal immigration 
where there is none and, most maliciously, by 
dreaming up schemes to torment these people in the 
perverse notion that this will deter others from trying 
to reach the United States.


The most appalling of these has been the separation 
of children from their parents and detaining them in 
conditions no child anywhere should suffer, and 
certainly not children in the care of the American 
government. At a recent hearing before a federal 
appeals court in San Francisco, judges were stunned 
by the administration’s arguments that children 
sleeping on concrete floors in frigid, overcrowded 
cells, without soap or toothbrushes, were being kept 
in “safe and sanitary” facilities, as required by law. 
“You’re really going to stand up and tell us that being 

THE FACTS: 

The Associated Press reported on June 25: 
Attorneys involved in monitoring care for migrant 
children who visited Clint last week said older children 
were trying to take care of toddlers, The Associated 
Press reported Thursday. They described a 4-year-old 
with matted hair who had gone without a shower for 
days, and hungry, inconsolable children struggling to 
soothe one another. Some had been locked for three 
weeks inside the facility, where 15 children were sick 
with the flu and another 10 were in medical 
quarantine.


“How is it possible that you both were unaware of the 
inhumane conditions for children, especially tender-
age children at the Clint Station?” [Rep. Veronica] 
Escobar, a Democrat, said in a letter sent Friday to 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection acting 
commissioner John Sanders and U.S. Border Patrol 
chief Carla Provost.


Escobar asked to be informed by the end of this week 
what steps the officials are taking to end what she 
called “these humanitarian abuses.”


Clara Long, an attorney who interviewed children at 
Border Patrol Station 1 last week, said conditions 
were not necessarily better there.


“One boy I spoke with said his family didn’t get 
mattresses or blankets for the first two nights, and he 
and his mom came down with a fever,” said Long, a 
senior researcher with Human Rights Watch. “He said 
there were no toothbrushes, and it was very, very 
cold.”


Many children interviewed had arrived alone at the 
U.S.-Mexico border, but some had been separated 
from their parents or other adult caregivers including 
aunts and uncles, the attorneys said.


Government facilities are overcrowded, and five 
immigrant children have died since late last year after 
being detained by Customs and Border Protection. 
Two weeks ago, a teenage mother with a premature 
baby was found in a Border Patrol processing center 
in McAllen, Texas after being held for nine days by the 
government.


Government rules call for children to be held by the 
Border Patrol in their short-term stations for no longer 
than 72 hours before they are transferred to the 
custody of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, which houses migrant youth in facilities 
around the country through its Office of Refugee 
Resettlement while authorities determine if they can 
be released to relatives or family friends.

"These are like concentration camps. I’m 
not afraid to use that word because we are 
concentrating people, children, in one 
place in horrible, unacceptable 
conditions," Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill.) 
told Hill.TV during an appearance on 
“Rising.” 

"If these children, if these individuals were 
prisoners of war we would be — the 
United States would be in violation of 
international law," she said, adding, "You 
can’t treat people like that."


