
Hello Indivisible supporters. 

Here we are again with our weekly news update. We know that you are 
busy people, and you probably do have a lot of news to sift through, online, 
on social media, on news feeds. But we will bring you a weekly update of 
news we curate from major news sources that may be of interest to you. 
We may even be able to introduce you to some new news sources you will 
enjoy exploring. 

So read these on your devices, or print them out for your morning coffee 
reading this weekend. (We do not expect you will read these all at once: 
this is slow news, not Facebook news. So explore, linger, and share with 
friends—we mean share the links with actual, physical, real friends!)

***************************************************
FIRE AND FURY: THE MICHAEL WOLFF BOOK

• In Shakespeare’s Henry IV plays, King Richard II is overthrown by Henry 
Bolingbroke [yes, the Illinois town is named after the character] with the 
help of the brutish and self-aggrandizing Northumberland family. Henry is 
warned that dealing with such thugs will be dangerous: they will ultimately 
bring him down with infighting. Indeed, as Henry becomes Henry IV, 
Northumberland and his family of wealthy oligarchs turn on him, 
complaining of their ill treatment. Their rebellion, in turn, is defeated by their 
own internal backbiting and thuggish pugnacity.

The fight between former Trump supporter and aide 
Steve Bannon may appear to be more like a face-off between inmates 
in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. In a new blockbuster book by Michael 
Wolff, Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House, Bannon is quoted as 
accusing Trump’s family of treason in their meetings with Russians. 
As quoted in a Vanity Fair summary: “'Even if you thought that this was not 
treasonous, or unpatriotic, or bad shit, and I happen to think it’s all of that, 
you should have called the F.B.I. immediately,’ Bannon reportedly said. 
The president’s son, he predicted, would crack 'like an egg on national TV' 
under pressure.” Bannon also came close to accusing the President and 
his family of money laundering: the German Bank, Deutsche Bank, has lent 
Trump money, and the bank has Russian connections, which are being 
explored by Mueller: "'This is all about money laundering . . . Their path to 
fucking Trump goes right through Paul Manafort, Don Jr. and Jared 

https://www.amazon.com/Fire-Fury-Inside-Trump-White/dp/1250158060/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1515166263&sr=1-1&keywords=fire+and+fury+inside+the+trump+white+house


Kushner,’ Wolff quotes [Bannon] as saying.” See the summary here: https://
www.vanityfair.com/news/2018/01/bannon-don-jr-treasonous.

[A long excerpt from the book was published by New York magazine 
under the title, "Donald Trump Didn’t Want to Be President, by Michael 
Wolff” :http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2018/01/michael-wolff-fire-and-
fury-book-donald-trump.html.]

In turn, Trump’s White House fired back a blistering attack on Bannon, 
denying that he was responsible for Trump’s win (though Bannon was 
known to have rescued the Trump campaign by engaging some wealthy 
donors and helping Trump after the Access Hollywood tapes). As The 
Washington Post’s analyst James Hohmann says, "President Trump’s 
insistence that Steve Bannon, his former chief strategist and a top aide at 
the White House until five months ago, was a mere 'staffer' who had 'very 
little to do with our historic victory' is akin to Joseph Stalin trying to erase 
Leon Trotsky from the history of the Russian Revolution... This is part of a 
well-established pattern for the thrice-married Trump, who treats partners 
and aides as disposable once they’ve outlived their usefulness to him and 
downplays their roles after they run into trouble.” https://
www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/daily-202/2018/01/04/
daily-202-trump-s-break-with-bannon-over-wolff-book-shows-the-limits-of-
loyalty/5a4da76930fb0469e883ff0b/?utm_term=.7de96431558b.

As reported by The New York Times, "'Steve Bannon has nothing to do 
with me or my presidency,' Mr. Trump said. 'When he was fired, he not only 
lost his job, he lost his mind.’” [emphasis added] Read the details 
here: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/03/us/politics/trump-bannon.html?
_r=0.

The Washington Post’s anti-Trump Conservative columnist Jennifer Rubin 
opines, "As excerpts from Michael Wolff’s 'Fire and Fury' dribble out, the 
argument in favor of using the 25th Amendment may 
improve.” [emphasis added] See her summary here: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2018/01/03/whats-surprising-
and-what-isnt-in-the-new-trump-tell-all/?utm_term=.ff4cf658c853.

Rubin follows up that Jan. 3 article with another on Jan. 4 suggesting that 
Wolff’s book contains suggestions of illegality that could prove 
explosive if borne out by Mueller’s investigation: "Michael Wolff’s book 
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leaves breadcrumbs for Mueller to investigate,” is her title. "Most important 
of Wolff’s reports is Trump’s drafting while on Air Force One of the 
statement concerning his son’s June 2016 meeting with Russian officials,” 
Rubin suggests. Now, a book is not in itself evidence, as she admits. But 
the reports in the book may provide leads for Mueller or the Senate 
Committee to investigate: https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/
wp/2018/01/04/michael-wolffs-book-leaves-breadcrumbs-for-mueller-to-
investigate/?utm_term=.77f55464e7d0.

The Post’s political analyst, Greg Sargent, says that beyond the Bannon 
issue, Wolff’s book offers a frightening look at the dangerous 
incompetence of Trump, perhaps his severe emotional instability. The 
book, says Sargent, "paints a White House in chaos, riven by factional 
warfare among aides, with even his loyalists denouncing him as wholly 
uninterested in, or unable to keep pace with, the substantive details of the 
job…. Wolff’s conclusion after talking to numerous people close to Trump: 
'My indelible impression of talking to them and observing them through 
much of the first year of his presidency, is that they all — 100 percent — 
came to believe he was incapable of functioning in his job.’ ... By all 
means, we should retain healthy skepticism about such reporting, 
particularly in its details. But reporters who closely follow the White House 
know many people around him really do believe this." [emphasis 
added] https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/plum-line/wp/2018/01/04/
we-already-know-the-alarming-truth-about-trump-michael-wolffs-book-just-
confirms-it/?utm_term=.71a6faf6473d.

In the early hours of Thursday, Jan. 4, an unnerved Trump sent a legal 
team to try to halt publication of Wolff’s book: "The legal notice — 
addressed to author Michael Wolff and the president of the book’s 
publisher — said Trump’s lawyers were pursuing possible charges 
including libel in connection with the forthcoming book, 'Fire and Fury: 
Inside the Trump White House.’ The letter by Beverly Hills-based attorney 
Charles J. Harder demanded the publisher, Henry Holt and Co., 
'immediately cease and desist from any further publication, release or 
dissemination of the book' or excerpts and summaries of its contents. The 
lawyers also seek a full copy of the book as part of their investigation.’” This 
according to the report in The Washington Post: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-slams-bannon-when-he-was-fired-
he-not-only-lost-his-job-he-lost-his-mind/2018/01/03/21fb158a-f0aa-11e7-
b3bf-ab90a706e175_story.html?hpid=hp_hp-top-table-
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main_bannon-1137pm%3Ahomepage%2Fstory&utm_term=.f5a0239b262a
. The Post report also details Trump’s fury and the drafting of the response 
to Bannon. The book was published today, and legal experts do not believe 
there is any chance of a lawsuit proceeding.

And how reliable is reporter Wolff? There are some questions raised 
about his overall record here, though neither Bannon nor Trump have 
refuted specific items in the book: https://www.washingtonpost.com/
lifestyle/style/michael-wolff-tells-a-juicy-tale-in-his-new-trump-book-but-
should-we-believe-it/2018/01/03/d46f31c6-f0b2-11e7-97bf-
bba379b809ab_story.html?utm_term=.666be280da49. We should note that 
in the New York Magazine excerpt, above, Wolff reports verbatim 
conversations without attribution or footnotes. But he stands by the 
accuracy of his report.

We note that The Post will be closely following this developing story in all 
its ramifications. But also see Vanity Fair, which published a long study and 
interview with Steve Bannon about his view of Trump; they are also 
following the story. See Gabriel Sherman’s piece, "'I Have Power': Is Steve 
Bannon Running for President?”: https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/12/
bannon-for-president-trump-kushner-ivanka

[Your Research Team will continue to follow this story, too; but in the 
meantime we continue to search for Nurse Ratched, who is holding the little 
cups with the pills for for these guys…]

***************************************************

• The damage done to America’s democracy and whole social order 
by Trump’s first year is the topic of a major summary in the Jan. 
18 New York Review of Books by James Mann, Fellow-in-Residence at 
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies, 
author of The Obamians: The Struggle Inside the White House to Redefine 
American Power (2013). Mann begins by saying, “The tax legislation that 
was just rammed through Congress makes it quite clear that Donald 
Trump’s first year in the White House has been much more damaging to 
the nation than that of any other president in modern times. Before this bill, 
it might have been possible, though wrong, to argue that as president, 
Trump had brought to his office more sound and fury than action. No 
more….[the bill] sets the stage for an attempt by Republicans in Congress 
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in 2018 to shrink the federal deficit by cutting benefits to a large number of 
Americans through reductions in Social Security, Medicare, and other 
social programs.” But “[e]ven before the tax bill, Trump’s first year had 
caused great harm to the nation.” Mann goes on to detail the long-term 
damage to the country from: extreme conservative or incompetent judicial 
appointments; gutting of environmental and regulatory agencies; pervasive 
damage to such programs as meat inspection, food stamps, school 
nutrition, and scientific research; in "dealing with the rest of the world, 
Trump has been a one-man wrecking ball, destroying many of the 
understandings, agreements, and relationships that have served as the 
foundation for American foreign policy for a half-century or more"; 
damaging our relations with our allies; "abandon[ing] the very notion of civil 
discourse by refusing to accord his political opponents even a minimum 
level of respect. No other president in modern times has so insistently 
portrayed his adversaries as dishonorable”; undermining the rule of law in a 
democracy; and sowing divisions among citizens, fraying the social order.

What is to be done? "Street demonstrations, though, cannot remove Trump 
from office,” says Mann. "He will stay on, most likely, for four or eight years, 
until he is defeated at the polls or removed from office through 
impeachment or the Twenty-Fifth Amendment. There are now extensive 
debates among Trump’s many opponents about which of these approaches 
to pursue. They involve serious questions of tactics and strategy that are 
beyond the scope of this article.” Read and be inspired to resistance by this 
essay’s powerful summary of just the first year of the Trump 
administration: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2018/01/18/donald-trump-
damage-bigly/.

*The Mann essay is strongly recommended reading for this week.*

• But what is the best strategy for any impeachment effort, assuming the 
Democrats do take control of the House by flipping 24 seats in 2018? In a 
thoughtful, cautious piece in the Jan. 2 New York Times, political scientist 
Greg Weiner suggests that impeachment should proceed with the 
understanding that although it is “political” rather than strictly legal, it is 
political not in the sense of partisan campaigning but rather in the sense of 
the responsible running of a government and the virtue of its executive. 
"The idea of a campaign-style drive for impeachment is also hostile to our 
constitutional design” he writes, "which does not require a criminal offense 
to impeach a president but does feature the trappings of a criminal 
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prosecution. The purpose of those trappings is not simply to protect the 
rights of the accused but also to establish the process’ legitimacy in the 
public eye.” This is crucial to the success of such a proceeding in the minds 
of the public. "If Mr. Trump’s actions merit impeachment, the most 
important task will be persuading many of the considerable number of 
Americans whose support for the president is apparently immovable to 
view his removal as necessary for the public good rather than as a coup 
d’état.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/01/opinion/how-not-to-
impeach.html. 

• On Thursday evening, The New York Times ran an important story 
detailing how Robert Mueller is investigating possible obstruction of 
justice charges against Trump. So far, the evidence may be 
accumulating, but there is not necessarily a strong legal case, as far as The 
Times can report. But some legal experts believe there is trouble coming 
for the President. "The special counsel’s investigation has uncovered 
several incidents involving President Trump that raise questions about 
whether he obstructed justice,” the paper says. "Mr. Trump is said to have 
instructed the White House’s top lawyer to stop Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions from recusing himself, with the expectation that Mr. Sessions 
would shield him.” https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/04/us/politics/trump-
sessions-russia-mcgahn.html. A summary of the many points from The 
Times article that could lead to cover-up charges is in Jennifer 
Rubin’s Friday column in The Washington Post: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/right-turn/wp/2018/01/05/a-heap-of-legal-
trouble-for-trump-and-sessions/?utm_term=.389f8a867009.

• In some positive news: "At the request of South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, President Trump agreed Thursday to delay regular joint military 
exercises during the Winter Games in South Korea next month, the 
Yonhap news agency reports,” says USA Today: https://
www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2018/01/04/u-s-south-korea-agree-
delay-military-exercises-during-winter-olympics/1003364001/. This, along 
with the recent opening of the North-South hotline, is perhaps an indication 
that a window has opened for talks and de-escalation.

• Last week we reported on the debate over left-wing optimism about 
impeachment or flipping the House in 2018. Several opinion writers 
caution that despite good numbers and good performance in some special 
elections, Democrats should be careful of over-confidence. In this 
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vein, Washington Post chief correspondent Don Balz warns, “planning 
victory laps would be premature. Whatever their prospects for the fall 
campaigns, the Democrats are still in need of renovation and 
renewal...A Democratic takeover of the House would transform the politics 
of Washington. But would it necessarily represent a transformation of the 
Democratic Party? As with all midterm elections, particularly those that take 
place in a president’s first term, such a result would say much more about 
perceptions of Trump and his party than being an affirmation of the 
Democratic Party.” [emphasis added] The Party, Balz says, still needs to 
find its voice and rebuild trust, both on issues and in geographic areas 
where they have suffered large local deficits in recent years. Read Balz’s 
Dec. 31 analysis and advice to the Party here: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/politics/democrats-think-2018-will-be-a-good-
year-but-are-they-realistic-about-their-own-problems/2017/12/30/0c1953a0-
ed74-11e7-b698-91d4e35920a3_story.html?utm_term=.1c1aa3b05045.

• We also reported last week on what can only be called 
a peculiar interview Trump gave The New York Times, filled with a mix 
of bravado, inflated claims of greatness, baseless accusations, and odd 
friendliness. Now The Washington Post reports on that meeting, "In a 30-
minute interview, President Trump made 24 false or misleading claims.” 
These of course include the usual bizarre claims that it has been proven 
that “there was no collusion” between his campaign and Russia; and the 
disturbing claim that “What I’ve done is, I have absolute right to do what I 
want to do with the Justice Department.” Read the analysis, which reveals 
a startling level of willful ignorance, shallow understanding of issues, or 
defensive denial, here: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-
checker/wp/2017/12/29/in-a-30-minute-interview-president-trump-made-24-
false-or-misleading-claims/?utm_term=.6cece3bbd849.

• Is there a Republican plan to sabotage the US Census? Reportedly, the 
Justice Department has requested the Census Bureau to add a question to 
the 2020 Census asking about citizenship. This could have serious impacts 
on the results, as even legal immigrants fear disclosing their information. Of 
course, the Census is constitutionally mandated to count everyone; this 
means that if forms are not returned, census takers must go to an address, 
costing the already-strapped bureau more money and endangering the 
results. Suppressing response rates would affect multiple government 
functions and distributions, from how Congressional seats are allocated to 
how federal dollars are allocated. See the report in the Dec. 29 Huffington 
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Post: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trump-justice-department-
pushes-for-citizenship-question-on-census-alarming-
experts_us_5a46fc79e4b0b0e5a7a68d3d?ncid=inblnkushpmg00000009. 

• "The Trump administration freed federal prosecutors on Thursday to 
more aggressively enforce marijuana laws, effectively threatening to 
undermine the legalization movement that has spread to six states, most 
recently California.” Read the details, which could affect Illinois’s medical 
marijuana program, here: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/04/us/politics/
marijuana-legalization-justice-department-prosecutions.html; [emphasis 
added], and in The Chicago Tribune here: http://www.chicagotribune.com/
business/ct-biz-sessions-legal-marijuana-policy-20180104-story.html.

• "President Trump on Wednesday abruptly shut down a White House 
commission he had charged with investigating voter fraud,” 
reports The New York Times, "ending a brief quest for evidence of election 
theft that generated lawsuits, outrage and some scholarly testimony, but no 
real evidence that American elections are corrupt.” [emphasis 
added] https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/03/us/politics/trump-voter-fraud-
commission.html?_r=0.

• Will Elizabeth Warren really run for President in 2020? That is still 
uncertain, but the best summary of current knowledge is in this piece 
in Politico on Jan. 2. She has done a lot of bridge-building with Democrats 
from Bernie Sanders to Barack Obama. She has amassed a huge amount 
of campaign cash, assembled a large research team to study many 
national and foreign policy issues, and reached out to communities with 
which she has had little contact in the past, including African-American 
leaders. https://www.politico.com/story/2018/01/02/elizabeth-warren-2020-
election-democrats-319045. 

___________________________________________

• The Daily Herald for Jan. 2 followed up on its report on the Dec. 
12 debate among the Democratic candidates for 6th District at Glenbard 
North High School. Reporter Marie Wilson points out that “[w]ith three 
candidates who are cancer survivors, health care issues are personal for 
several of the seven Democrats hoping to earn their party's nomination to 
face incumbent Republican Rep. Peter Roskam next November in the 6th 
Congressional District.” She summarizes all the candidates’ responses to 
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questions about health care policy: http://www.dailyherald.com/news/
20180102/democrats-vying-to-oppose-roskam-give-views-on-health-care

Best wishes, and Peace,

The Indivisible DuPage Research Team

“Rise like lions after slumber
In unvanquishable number—
Shake your chains to earth like dew
Which in sleep had fallen on you—
Ye are many—they are few.”

—From "The Mask of Anarchy. Written on the Occasion of the [army] 
Massacre at Manchester [1819]", By British Romantic Poet Percy Shelley
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