
Special Report from Indivisible DuPage Research Team: September 5, 
2018 

Tonight we bring you a blockbuster story that broke in The New York Times 
Wednesday afternoon, an anonymous op-ed in The Times, an almost 
unprecedented public attack on a president’s fitness for office from within 
his administration. Indeed, even the publication of an anonymous op-ed is rare 
for any newspaper. We believe that this is such an urgent story to get out that we 
are issuing a special report to our subscribers this evening. 


It is titled, “I Am Part of the Resistance Inside the Trump Administration: I 
work for the president but like-minded colleagues and I have vowed to thwart 
parts of his agenda and his worst inclinations.” This piece has made news all 
over the world, from The Guardian to The Globe and Mail to Le Monde. All three 
major broadcast networks, and PBS, led with the story on Wednesday night. 
Here are excerpts.


“[M]any of the senior officials in his own administration are working diligently 
from within to frustrate parts of his agenda and his worst inclinations.


“I would know. I am one of them…. 


“[W]e believe our first duty is to this country, and the president continues to act 
in a manner that is detrimental to the health of our republic. That is why many 
Trump appointees have vowed to do what we can to preserve our democratic 
institutions while thwarting Mr. Trump’s more misguided impulses until he is out 
of office.


“The root of the problem is the president’s amorality. Anyone who works with him 
knows he is not moored to any discernible first principles that guide his decision 
making…. 

“From the White House to executive branch departments and agencies, senior 
officials will privately admit their daily disbelief at the commander in chief’s 
comments and actions. Most are working to insulate their operations from his 
whims.


“Meetings with him veer off topic and off the rails, he engages in repetitive rants, 
and his impulsiveness results in half-baked, ill-informed and occasionally 
reckless decisions that have to be walked back….


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/05/donald-trump-oped-white-house-resistance
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-anonymous-official-cites-trumps-amorality-in-new-york-times-op-ed/
https://www.lemonde.fr/ameriques/article/2018/09/05/le-new-york-times-publie-une-tribune-anonyme-explosive-pour-la-maison-blanche_5350831_3222.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/04/us/politics/woodward-trump-book-fear.html?module=Uisil


“Some of his aides have been cast as villains by the media. But in private, they 
have gone to great lengths to keep bad decisions contained to the West Wing, 
though they are clearly not always successful.


“It may be cold comfort in this chaotic era, but Americans should know that 
there are adults in the room. We fully recognize what is happening. And we are 
trying to do what’s right even when Donald Trump won’t….


“Given the instability many witnessed, there were early whispers within the 
cabinet of invoking the 25th Amendment, which would start a complex process 
for removing the president. But no one wanted to precipitate a constitutional 
crisis. So we will do what we can to steer the administration in the right direction 
until — one way or another — it’s over.” Read the full text here: https://
www.nytimes.com/2018/09/05/opinion/trump-white-house-anonymous-
resistance.html.


Reaction from Trump and the White House was swift. Said The Times 
Wednesday evening, “At an event at the White House, Mr. Trump angrily 
assailed The Times for publishing the Op-Ed column, the second time in two 
days that news reports highlighted the way that some members of his team 
quietly seek to undermine the president when they believe he may be acting 
dangerously.


“’We have somebody in what I call the failing New York Times talking about he’s 
part of the resistance within the Trump administration,’ the president said. ‘This 
is what we have to deal with.’


“He went on: ‘So when you tell me about some anonymous source within the 
administration, probably who’s failing, and who’s probably here for all the wrong 
reasons. No. And The New York Times is failing.’ He added: ‘So if the failing 
New York Times has an anonymous editorial, can you believe it, anonymous, 
meaning gutless, a gutless editorial.’


“Not long afterward, Mr. Trump turned to Twitter to continue his complaints and 
posted one message that said simply, ‘TREASON?’” 


The Times quoted spokesperson Sara Huckabee Sanders, who said, 
“’This coward should do the right thing and resign.’


“Ms. Sanders said the newspaper acted irresponsibly. ‘We are 
disappointed, but not surprised, that the paper chose to publish this 
pathetic, reckless and selfish Op-Ed,’ she said. ‘This is a new low for the 
so-called paper of record, and it should issue an apology, just as it did 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/05/opinion/trump-white-house-anonymous-resistance.html
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1037464177269514240


after the election for its disastrous coverage of the Trump campaign. This 
is just another example of the liberal media’s concerted effort to discredit 
the president.’”  https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/05/us/politics/trump-
new-york-times-anonymous-editorial.html 


This will be a developing story, and we will report on it further in our 
Weekly Must-Reads this Friday.


—The Indivisible DuPage Research Team
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